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Week Ending Friday, February 28, 1992 


Radio Address to the Nation on the 
Economy 


February 22, 1992 


Today I want to talk to you about getting 
our economy moving. I know there’s a lot 
of debate about how to create jobs and build 
economic strength, but in the end it all boils 
down to common sense. To strengthen an 
economy, you encourage investment. You 
support industries that pull nations out of re- 
cessions. You encourage success. 

In my State of the Union Address, I pro- 
posed a short-term economic plan that does 
these things. I challenged Congress to set 
aside partisan politics for just a few weeks 
and pass my plan by March 20. 

Unfortunately, Democratic leaders re- 
fused to submit my plan for a quick, clean 
vote. They chose politics over duty. They 
huddled behind closed doors and played 
games with the Tax Code. They put out one 
plan one day, another plan the next. Finally, 
they settled on a scheme that makes no eco- 
nomic sense. 

Their proposal won’t help homebuyers. 
Their proposal will increase the deficit. It 
borrows $30 billion to pay for a tiny, tem- 
porary tax cut. For each person in the aver- 
age family of four, it hands out about a quar- 
ter a day, but only for 2 years. This turns 
out to be a very costly quarter. After the tem- 
porary cut expires, Americans would shoul- 
der the burden of a huge, permanent tax in- 
crease. In other words, these congressional 
leaders want to give you 2 years of pocket 
change in exchange for a lifetime of higher 
taxes. And that is a very bad deal for us and 
for our children who must pay the bill. 

And now my plan: My plan will create jobs. 
The real estate incentives alone will generate 
415,000 new jobs this year. My plan offers 
the hope of homeownership to first-time 
homebuyers. Some people have begun buy- 
ing homes already, expecting Congress to 
pass a plan that encourages real estate invest- 


ment, my plan. Congress shouldn’t let those 
people down. 

My plan will not increase the deficit. It 
makes some tough choices on Federal spend- 
ing because I refuse to mortgage our chil- 
dren’s future for short-term political gain. My 

lan will not raise tax rates. I want to raise 
the child deduction on Federal income taxes 
by $500, and I want Congress to pass this 
permanent, long-term, profamily tax cut this 
year. 

Put the plans side by side, and here’s the 
bottom line: My plan works; theirs doesn’t. 

So today, join me in telling Congress: Stop 
fooling around with our future. Tell them to 
pass my plan now. If politicians hem and haw 
and offer up excuses, remind them your job 
is more important than any politician’s job. 
Our recovery will get a huge boost the mo- 
ment Congress passes my plan. But I need 
your help. 

Thank you. And may God bless you and 
the United States of America. 


Note: This address was recorded on Feb- 
ruary 21 in the Oval Office at the White 
House and was broadcast at 9 a.m. on Feb- 
ruary 22. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of this address. 


Remarks to the United States 
Chamber of Commerce National 
Action Rally 


February 24, 1992 


May I, at the outset of these remarks, 
thank the colonel and this wonderful Marine 
band. They are sensational. And I think I 
speak for all when we say we’ve enjoyed the 
music. Thank you. 

And I want to salute your incoming chair- 
man, Bill Lurton, and your president, Dick 
Lesher, so well-known to everyone and doing 
a superb job for the chamber. And of course, 
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your outgoing chairman, my friend Pete 
Silas. 

Let me tell you something, just a little 
word about Pete. Last week there was a 
newspaper report that more and more Amer- 
ican business leaders are hailing this recent 
and somewhat controversial mission I took 
to Asia, they’re hailing it as a success for 
opening markets, for creating more Amer- 
ican jobs. But let me say this to all of you 
in the chamber, no one did more to make 
that mission a success than Pete Silas. He 
gave the trip the same leadership he’s given 
this organization, a forceful and effective 
presentation, taking our case for open mar- 
kets to Japan and Korea. And I am very, very 
grateful to him. And I can see why you en- 
trusted your leadership to him. Pete, thank 
you very, very much for that leadership that 
makes us so proud. 

Well, today we’re noting an anniversary of 
sorts. One year ago, almost to the hour, our 
troops began punching through Iraqi lines to 
liberate Kuwait. We mobilized our strength 
and won that war with an all-volunteer force 
including tens of thousands of reservists. 
Many of you had to do without key personnel 
during the Reserve callup. Some of you an- 
swered the call yourselves. And as your Com- 
mander in Chief, I want to express deep 
thanks to our business men and women for 
playing a proud role in America’s world lead- 
ership. I think it is fitting a year later to take 
note of those historic events. 

But I came here now to ask support on 
another matter. I need your help to meet 
yet another challenge, renewing the freedom 
and strength of our economy. 

Four weeks ago, I spoke to the Congress 
and the American people. In my State of the 
Union Message, I announced a set of urgent 
measures that I would take to unshackle our 
economy. And I asked Congress of the Unit- 
ed States to do its part and to meet a dead- 
line. Most important, I asked Congress to cut 
the high taxes on job creation and investment 
and to do this by March 20th. Well, my plan 
will get our economy moving again. And we 
need to liberate private enterprise from a 
Government that’s grown too big and spends 
too much. And we need to do it without rais- 
ing taxes. 
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In my State of the Union Address, I insti- 
tuted a 90-day freeze on Federal regulations 
that affect economic growth, and I asked 
major departments and agencies to carry out 
an unprecedented top-to-bottom review of 
all existing and proposed regulations. Within 
those 90 days, we will accelerate new rules 
that promote business growth and, whenever 
possible, halt those that would impede 
growth. Already, we've seen results. 

Today, for example, I am announcing 
major new ground rules for regulation of bio- 
technology. Bill Reilly, the EPA Adminis- 
trator, I understand is with you all today. 
He'll have a major responsibility for making 
our new rules work to foster economic 
growth. This is a $4 billion industry. And it 
should grow to $50 billion by the end of the 
decade, if we let it. The rewards we will reap 
include new medicines and safer ways to 
clean up hazardous waste and a revolution 
in agriculture. The United States leads the 
world in biotechnology. And I intend, 
through sensible regulation and, in some in- 
stances, deregulation to keep it just exactly 
that way. 

We've taken new actions to ease the credit 
crunch. For example, for healthy banks, 
we've changed overly strict definitions of 
bank capital, creating more access to capital. 
We're cutting redtape for healthy banks and 
thrifts. In these tough real estate markets, 
we've issued commonsense, realistic valu- 
ation guidelines. 

We're making it easier for small businesses 
to get capital from securities markets. We’re 
increasing the maximum for small public of- 
ferings that get simplified handling by the 
SEC from $1.5 million, raising that to $5 mil- 
lion. We're cutting paperwork, and we’re 
simplifying securities registration for small 
businesses. 

We've also cut the cost of compliance with 
the payroll tax system. We’ve cut paperwork 
and increased access for small business to 
electronic payment systems. Instead of 
heavy-handed enforcement, we're helping 
small firms meet their obligations. 

The few steps that I’ve just outlined, I 
know they're technical, but these few steps 
will provide billions of dollars in additional 
capital to the Nation’s economy. But we 
won't stop after 90 days. We'll turn up the 
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heat against overregulation, rule by rule and 
industry by industry. 

ell take the case to Capitol Hill. For 
every unreasonable regulation we can’t 
change through executive action, we will in- 
troduce reform legislation, and we will push 
the Congress to 5 its job and put an end 
to overregulation. I want the regulators and 
the Congress to remember one thing: If it 
doesn’t make sense, if it hurts the economy, 
don’t do it. 

One of my prime responsibilities as Presi- 
dent is to open up cal adie that’s what 
this trip was about, open up world markets, 
unlocking new opportunities for American 
workers and businesses. Free trade has come 
under attack these days, and that makes no 
sense whatsoever. Our exports are at record 
levels, guaranteeing millions of American 
jobs. With your help, we’re going to open 
up the tremendous market opportunities of 
Mexico sooner, not later. With your help, 
we'll win global trade reforms for agriculture, 
services, and intellectual property. 

By protecting our freedoms, by opening 
markets here and abroad, and by pushing the 
envelope of excellence, I want to improve 
the quality of life for every man, woman, and 
child in this country. And I mean everyone. 
Some politicians want to divide us, divide us 
into economic classes. They’re heen on defin- 
ing people as poor or rich or middle class. 
They don’t bother to ask you how you see 
yourselv es or what your aspirations are. The 
Capitol Hill liberals have already made up 
their minds where everyone fits in some po- 
litically correct caste system. Well, that’s not 
the way I see America. I don’t apply a means 
test to the American dream. I want to in- 
crease opportunity for everyone. That’s what 
fairness means. 

And once again, I could not have had bet- 
ter allies in my fight than the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce. Chamber members share a 
sense of responsibility to your families and 
your firms and your communities and your 
Nation. You take your responsibilities per- 
sonally, in your homes, among your families. 
You know it’s not so important what happens 
in the White House, it’s what happens in 
your house. 

My administration’s strategies for fighting 
drugs and improving our schools are sound 
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because they join Government's efforts to the 
responsibilities of parents and families. We 
know we'll win the battle against drugs 
through the moral grounding that begins and 
ends in the family. We'll renew education by 
giving parents more freedom and respon- 
sibility to choose their children’s schools, to 
get involved in their kids’ education. 

You carry these values into managing your 
business, the kind of values that say when 
the company’s losing money, the boss doesn’t 
take home a seven-figure bonus. Your com- 
panies get involved in the community be- 
cause you're good neighbors. Big govern- 
ment didn’t make this country great. You did 
it. Our Nation’s strength and generosity flow 
from private enterprise and voluntary ini- 
tiative. It comes from seeing a problem, tak- 
ing charge, getting involved, and not taking 
no for an answer. 

The Partnership for a Drug-Free America 
is a brilliant example of this. This business 
group, many of you may participate in it, vol- 
untarily produces a million dollars a day in 
pro bono advertising to warn our kids about 
drugs. And we’re making progress in that 
front. I am very pleased that the drug use 
for these teenagers is substantially down. 

Freely undertaken, corporate responsibil- 
ity is one of the strongest fibers in our social 
fabric. So it’s only natural that you should 
expect Government to serve the people re- 
sponsibly, not to behave as an arrogant ruler. 
On this I faced a big fight. Time and again 
I fought to get Members of Congress to apply 
to themselves the same laws they impose on 
everyone else, laws on ethics, on equal pay, 
on civil rights for women and minorities. 
Each time, Congress drags its feet. They're 
slow learners up there on Capitol Hill, but 
you and I can make them learn. And that’s 
just what we must do. 

As you know, and here’s where I need you, 
I’ve sent the Congress a short-term plan to 
get our economy moving, as well as a longer 
term program for economic growth. I’ve 
given Congress a deadline of March 20th to 
act on our most urgent needs, to pass this 
short-term plan. We need to lower those sky- 
high taxes on new jobs and investment, and 
that means that we must cut the tax on capital 
gains. And we ought to do it now. 
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We need changes in the alternative mini- 
mum tax and a 15-percent investment tax al- 
lowance to encourage businesses to buy 
equipment, upgrade their plants, and start 
hiring again. We need new incentives to 
build and buy real estate, through changes 
in the passive loss rules for real estate devel- 
opers. And we need a $5,000 tax credit for 
first-time homebuyers and penalty-free IRA 
withdrawals for first-time homebuyers. This 
is not all that controversial. I want to sign 
these reforms on March 20th. And I do need 
your help working with the United States 
Congress. 

We all know that this is a political year. 
We know Congress hates to make real deci- 
sions in election years. But that’s why I see 
this March 20th deadline as fair and realistic. 
It gives us a window in which to get this plan 
passed and put it into action, and most 
economists tell you it will stimulate imme- 
diately. And it still leaves everyone then more 
than 7 months for this traditional partisan 
politicking before election time. 

Today is the 27th day, the halfway mark 
of my 52-day deadline for action on that eco- 
nomic growth plan. So, it is time for a mid- 
term report card. The stark and sorry fact 
is Congress so far deserves an F; they deserve 
a failing grade. 

The Ways and Means Democrats consid- 
ered my plan for 2 hours, a hefty 2 hours. 
And then, on a straight party line vote, they 
said no to these seven progrowth proposals. 
And they said no to first-time homebuyers. 
And they said no to letting people keep more 
of their capital gains earnings. And they said 
no to helping new businesses write off their 
investment. And they said no to each one 
of these vital proposals to create jobs now 
and get this economy moving. 

They said yes, though, to politics as usual. 
They went behind closed doors—you ask 
your people here in Washington—they went 
behind closed doors to design what they 
think is clever politics. Now the door is open- 
ing. And they have proposed a bill that raises 
taxes and, just as incredibly, breaks the budg- 
et agreement of a year ago. They not only 
want to take away your income, they want 
to dream up new ways to spend it, to take 
the restraints off Government spending. 
Take off those caps. Take off the brakes. 
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Take off the spending controls that are so 
essential. 

They want to saddle Americans with a per- 
manent tax hike, all to pay for a temporary 
tax cut of 25 cents per person per day. What’s 
worse, some of them have a bidding war in 
mind. To pay for that, they'd have to raise 
tax rates on people making more than 
$35,000 a year. Any economist will tell you 
that the last thing this economy needs is a 
tax increase. 

The contrast between my economic 
growth plan and the Democrats’ new tax-in- 
crease scheme could not be more plain. Our 
plan will cut taxes on investment and job cre- 
ation for all investors, for all homeowners, 
for all entrepreneurs. And it will do it without 
increasing the deficit. 

So, to the Congress at this halfway point 
before the deadline, I'll say it again: Pass my 
plan. Let’s get America moving again. 

Come March 20th, if the Democrats send 
me the message they’re talking about now, 
I will send it right back. I will veto it and 
send it back. And I don’t want to veto a bad 
bill; I want to sign a good bill. And Congress 
has a responsibility to give the American peo- 
ple a growth bill right now. 

As Pete Silas knows, and a handful of you 
others old enough to remember, my path to 
office as a Chief Executive of the United 
States began in the world of small business. 
Fresh out of college, I joined a couple of 
partners and started a little business out in 
Midland, out in west Texas. It was there that 
I saw firsthand what the chamber does to 
translate business efforts into community 
achievements. As businessmen we knew free- 
dom’s benefits would be stronger if we joined 
hands to meet our responsibilities as citizens. 

Those days, Government wasn’t quite as 
big or rapacious. But even back then we 
learned that we had to work together to keep 
Government growth and interference with 
free enterprise in check. That’s what I’m ask- 
ing that we do today, to do it urgently. I have 
a solid plan to get America moving again and 
keep it strong for the long haul. 

So, when you go up to Capitol Hill, give 
your Congressmen and Senators a message 
from me: Get moving or get out of the way. 
Let me tell you something, and I say this 
not out of flattery, but you, you men and 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Feb. 24 


women in this room, really can make a dif- 
ference. There’s never been a more urgent 
moment to win a victory for jobs for all Amer- 
icans. We’ve won battles before, and we'll 
win this one, too. Together we can get our 
country moving swiftly and surely to a better 
future. 

Thank you all for what you are doing. And 
may God bless the United States of America. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. at 
DAR Constitution Hall. 


Statement on Signing the Omnibus 
Insular Areas Act of 1992 


February 24, 1992 


It is with great pleasure that I sign into 
law H.R. 2927, the “Omnibus Insular Areas 
Act of 1992.” This Act creates a new unit 
of the National Park System known as the 
Salt River Bay National Historical Park and 
Ecological Preserve. 

By signing this bill into law today, we make 
a significant contribution to the commemora- 
tion of the 500th anniversary of Christopher 
Columbus’ voyages to the New World. We 
also protect an environment that is important 
to all citizens of the United States. 

Located on the island of St. Croix, U.S. 
Virgin Islands, this new park is important for 
several reasons: 

—It is the only known site where, 500 
years ago, members of a Columbus party 
set foot on what is now territory of the 
United States. 

—lIt presents an outstanding opportunity 
to preserve and interpret Caribbean his- 
tory and culture, including the impact 
of European exploration and settlement. 

—It contains a wealth of natural features 
ranging from wooded hillsides and man- 
grove forests to tropical reefs and a bio- 
logically rich submarine canyon. 

—lIt is a refuge for migratory birds and 
a vital nursery for many of the marine 
animals that inhabit the beautiful waters 


of St. Croix. 
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—lIt will be planned and managed in full 
partnership with the Government of the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. 

It is indeed exciting to take this major step 
toward preserving the natural and cultural 
heritage of the Virgin Islands, a heritage that 
has meaning for all Americans. I want to 
thank all of those who played a part in fash- 
ioning this innovative partnership between 
the Federal Government and the Virgin Is- 
lands Government. 

My action here today is but one example 
of my Administration’s commitment to pro- 
tect the environment and America’s heritage. 
This is the sixth time I have signed legislation 
creating a new unit of the National Park Sys- 
tem. In the past 3 years, we have acquired 
57,000 acres of environmentally sensitive and 
historically significant lands for the National 
Park System. 

Finally, I note that H.R. 2927 authorizes 
new technical assistance for insular areas 
after major storms. To ensure that hazard 
mitigation measures truly reduce future loss 
of life and property, all projects must be cost- 
effective, cooperative ventures between the 
Federal Government and the insular areas. 
The Act will not change this policy, diminish 
any existing matching share requirements, or 
change procedures for Presidential disaster 
declarations. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
February 24, 1992. 


Note: H.R. 2927, approved February 24, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-247. 


Nomination of Edward Joseph 
Perkins To Be United States 
Representative to the United Nations 


February 24, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edward Joseph Perkins, of 
the District of Columbia, to be the Rep- 
resentative of the United States of America 
to the United Nations, with the rank and sta- 
tus of Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary, and the Representative of the 
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United States of America in the Security 
Council of the United Nations. He would 
succeed Thomas R. Pickering. 


Since 1989 Mr. Perkins has served as Di- 
rector General of the Foreign Service and 
Director of Personnel at the U.S. Depart- 
ment of State in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this, Mr. Perkins served as U.S. Ambassador 
to the Republic of South Africa, 1986-1989; 
U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Liberia, 
1985-1986; and Director of the Office of 
West African Affairs in the Bureau of African 
Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, 
1983-1985. From 1981 to 1983, Mr. Perkins 
served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. 
Embassy in Monrovia, Liberia. In addition, 
he served as Counselor for Political Affairs 
at the U.S. Embassy in Accra, Ghana, 1978- 
1981. 


Mr. Perkins graduated from the University 
of Maryland (B.A., 1967) and the University 
of Southern California (M.P.A., 1972; 
D.P.A., 1978). He was born June 8, 1928, 
in Sterlington, LA. Mr. Perkins served in the 
U.S. Army and the U.S. Marine Corps. He 
is married, has two children, and resides in 
Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Thomas R. Pickering 
To Be United States Ambassador to 
India 


February 24, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Thomas R. Pickering, of 
New Jersey, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to India. He would succeed William 


Clark, Jr. 


Currently Ambassador Pickering serves as 
the U.S. Representative to the United Na- 
tions and the Representative of the United 
States of America to the Security Council of 
the United Nations. Prior to this, Ambas- 
sador Pickering served as U.S. Ambassador 
to several countries, including Israel, 1985- 
1988; El] Salvador, 1983-1985; the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 1981-1983; and the 


Feb. 24 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 1974-1978. 
In addition, he served at the U.S. Depart- 
ment of State as Assistant Secretary of State 
for Oceans and International Environmental 
and Scientific Affairs, 1978-1981; Special As- 
sistant to the Secretary of State and Execu- 
tive Secretary, 1973-1974; and Deputy Di- 
rector of the Bureau of Political-Military Af- 
fairs, 1969-1973. 


Ambassador Pickering graduated from 
Bowdoin College (A.B., 1953); Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy (M.A., 1954); 
and the University of Melbourne (Australia) 
(M.A., 1956). He was born November 5, 
1931, in Orange, NJ. Ambassador Pickering 
served in the U.S. Navy, 1956-1959. He is 
married, has two children, and resides in 
New York, NY. 


Appointment of Gail R. Wilensky as 
| Assistant to the President for 
Policy Development 

February 24, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Gail R. Wilensky, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, as Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Policy Development. 


Since 1990 Ms. Wilensky has served as Ad- 
ministrator of the Health Care Financing Ad- 
ministration, the Agency that administers the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs. Prior to 
this, she was the vice president of Health Af- 
fairs at Project HOPE, an international 
health foundation. She has taught economics 
and public policy at the University of Michi- 
gan and George Washington University and 
has held several appointments in the Public 
Health Service and at the Urban Institute. 


Ms. Wilensky received an A.B. in psychol- 
ogy (1964), an M.A. in economics (1965), and 
a Ph.D. in economics (1968), all from the 
University of Michigan. She was born in De- 
troit, MI. She is married to Robert J. 
Wilensky, has two children, Peter and Sara, 
and currently resides in Washington, DC. 
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Appointment of John A. Gaughan as 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Director of the White House 
Military Office 

February 24, 1992 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of John A. Gaughan, of Maryland, 
to be Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of the White House Military Office. 
He will succeed LTG Richard G. Trefry, 
USA (Ret.). 

Since 1989 Mr. Gaughan has served as 
Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation. Prior to this, he served as the Admin- 
istrator of the Maritime Administration from 
1985 to 1989; as Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Governmental Affairs, Department of 
Transportation, in 1985; as Director of the 
Office of External Affairs in the Maritime 
Administration in 1984; and as a congres- 
sional liaison officer for the Department of 
Transportation from 1981 to 1984. From 
1970 to 1980, Mr. Gaughan served on active 
duty in the U.S. Coast Guard and held var- 
ious positions including command of the 
Coast Guard Cutter Point Martin. 

Mr. Gaughan graduated from the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy with a bachelor of 
science in 1970 and from the University of 
Maryland School of Law in 1977. He was 
born March 29, 1947, in Washington, DC. 
He and his wife, Janelle, reside in Bethesda, 
MD. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s Meetin 
with President Alfredo Cristiani of E 
Salvador 


February 24, 1992 


President Bush held a half hour private 
meeting today with President Alfredo 
Cristiani of E] Salvador. President Bush con- 
gratulated President Cristiani for his great 
personal leadership and courage in bringing 
peace to his country. He also praised the 
progress President Cristiani has made toward 
implementing the peace agreements signed 
earlier this month in Mexico City and achiev- 
ing true national reconciliation. The Presi- 
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dent gave his assurance that the United 
States would do everything possible to sup- 
port full implementation oF be peace accord 
and to help El Salvador consolidate democ- 
racy and peace and expand economic oppor- 
tunity. In this regard, the President men- 
tioned that the United States Government 
was working with other governments to as- 
sure international support for the national re- 
construction of E] Salvador. The President 
also promised to work with Congress on a 
bipartisan basis for continued United States 
assistance to El] Salvador in the future, 
through both direct aid programs and debt 
reduction under the Enterprise for the 
Americas Initiative (EAI). United States as- 
sistance and international support will be 
vital to the continued success of the peace 
process and national reconciliation in E] Sal- 
vador. 


Remarks at the Bush-Quayle 
Campaign Kickoff in Bethesda, 
Maryland 


February 24, 1992 


Thank you, Connie Morella. What a great 
Congressman you have in Connie Morella. 
She’s doing a superb job. And thank you very 
much. Let me salute our State chairman, two 
words come to mind, strong and decent, 
Helen Bentley, Representative Helen Bent- 
ley, who’s leading our campaign in this State. 
And another of our great delegation from 
Maryland, who is not here, Wayne Gilchrest. 
He was unable to join us, but doing a great 
job for us in Congress. And greetings to your 
State Republican chairman Joyce Terhes, 
and to Republican National Committeeman 
Dick Taylor. 

My thanks to the Maryland Bush-Quayle 
leadership who are here and to Howie Den- 
nis for performing the master of ceremonies 
duties tonight. First-class job. I don’t know 
where the Barons band is, but they are doing 
a great job. And thank you, Barons. Right 
there. I’m very happy to see three who served 
us so well in Congress, Charles “Mac” Ma- 
thias and Larry Hogan, my classmate Gilbert 
Gude. And I notice several fine Republicans 
here seeking your votes for delegates to the 
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national convention. Well, I’m pleased to 
have their support, and I’m sure they'll have 
yours come March 3d. We need to elect 
them as delegates to our convention. 

I’m delighted to be back with Connie here 
in Montgomery County and especially on the 
home court of the victorious battling Barons. 

A week from Tuesday, hard to believe, but 
that’s the day, Marylanders are going to make 
a big decision. And I know what the outcome 
will be. Together on March 3d, we’re going 
to take a giant step closer to a great victory 
on November 3d. This vote carries a special 
meaning for Maryland and America. We’ve 
come to an exciting moment in our country’s 
history, a crossroads, a place where one era 
ends and another begins. 

From the fall of the Berlin Wall to the 
last gasp of imperial communism, from the 
four decades of the cold war to the 40 days 
of Desert Storm, America has led the way. 
We won the cold war—history will show 
this—we won the cold war because we Amer- 
icans never shirked responsibility. We had a 
job to do, and we did it. That’s why today, 
as the cold war ends, America stands alone 
the undisputed leader of the world. 

And now the challenge has come home as 
it has before. Time after time, we lifted our- 
selves up, we asked more of ourselves, more 
of each other. And each time, America met 
the challenge. And this time, America will 
do it again. 

Our first order of business is to get this 
economy moving. I know how to do it, and 
so do you. It’s just plain common sense. 

A month ago, I sent the Congress an action 
plan to jump-start the economy. We start by 
encouraging investment, to create jobs. We 
cut taxes that punish success, discourage sav- 
ing, and stunt the growth of business. We 
boost real estate values by making it easier 
for young families to buy their first home. 

The bottom line is this: My plan will work 
because it puts Americans to work. And I 
ask for your support. According to housing 
experts, my incentives for the housing indus- 
try alone will create 415,000 jobs this year. 
That’s what this plan will do. 

But just as important is what it doesn’t do. 
It doesn’t increase the deficit. It doesn’t 
cloud the real issues with feel-good political 
gimmicks. And it doesn’t raise tax rates on 
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the American people. Maybe that’s why the 
opposition in Congress are digging in against 
the plan. 

When I presented this plan, I gave Con- 
gress a deadline to pass it: March 20, 25 days 
from now. But instead of putting this plan 
to a quick, clean vote, the Democrats in Con- 
gress went behind locked doors with the spe- 
cial interests and patched together a deal of 
their own. It’s a bad deal for the American 
people. 

True to form for the Democrats in Con- 
gress, their scheme will raise tax rates on the 
American people, permanently. In fact, Sen- 
ate Democrats want to jack up the rates of 
people making $35,000 a year. That’s right, 
$35,000. I’ve said it before, when they say 
they're aiming at the big guy, they end up 
hitting everybody else. And we can’t let them 
do that. In return for this massive tax in- 
crease, the Democrats offer a temporary tax 
cut, amounting to about a quarter a day. 
Twenty-five cents a day, even a tooth fairy 
can do a little better than that one. [Laugh- 
ter] Then after 2 years, the 25-cent tax cut 
vanishes. But the tax increase stays forever. 

Well, you don’t have to be an economist 
to figure it out. The last thing the American 
people need right now is a tax increase. And 
to pay for their plan, the Democrats want 
to borrow $26 billion from our children, pass 
on an IOU in the form of an enormous in- 
crease in the deficit. Raising taxes and deep- 
ening the deficit: That’s their idea of speed- 
ing up the economy. 

If the Democrats really want to send me 
this kind of nonsense, I will veto it. The 
American people have had enough of that 
old game of tax and spend. To the Democrats 
on Capitol Hill, I'll say it again and again 
and again: Meet this deadline, pass this plan, 
and get this economy moving. Do something 
good for the American people. 

That’s an example of what this election is 
going to be about, a clash between two views 
of America. The differences couldn’t be 
clearer. Our view, the Republican view, is 
based on a fundamental principle: Govern- 
ment is too big, and it spends too much. Be- 
lieve it or not, some people still don’t under- 
stand that. You’ll see some of them over the 
next week asking for your vote. When they 
do, ask them a few questions. Their answers 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Feb. 24 


will tell you all you need to know about how 
they see America’s future. Ask them: Who 
should choose a family’s medical care, par- 
ents or the Government? I say the parents. 
The last thing we need is_ the 
Government 

I think this young lady has a question. It’s 
about AIDS. Let me say this because it’s a 
matter of real concern. Under our adminis- 
tration, spending for AIDS, to fight AIDS 
is way, way up. And it’s going to continue 
to stay up until we beat that disease. It is 
way up. And it’s going to stay up until we 
w hip that disease. And right here in this area, 
in the National Institutes of Health, they're 

doing a superb job fighting to find an answer 
to that dreaded disease. And we're going to 
keep on doing it. 

The last thing we need is the Government 
standing between you and your doctor. I have 
a sound health plan that makes insurance 
available to all. And we need to pass it as 
soon as we possibly can. 

Connie and Helen have championed child 
care. And ask them—but better still, let’s ask 
the Democrats who should control a child’s 
day care, parents or the Government? I say 
the parents, not some bureaucrat down there 
in Washington. 

And ask the Democrats who should choose 
a child’s school, the parents or the Govern- 
ment? And I say the parents must have the 
right to choose their children’s school. 

‘We Republicans have always understood 
the way to keep America first is to put Ameri- 
ca’s families first. And those are just some 
of the issues we face. In 1992, the first elec- 
tion of the post-cold-war era, you'll decide 
what kind of medical care your family re- 
ceives, what kind of schools your children will 
go to, what kind of jobs you'll have. 

And it will be a tough fight. And I know 
that. And I don’t go seeking unnecessary con- 
flict. But when principle is at stake, I fight 
to win. And make no mistake about it: We 
are going to win the primary, and we are 
going to win the general election. And we 
win by setting the pace. We win by leading. 

This American century has taught us many 
lessons. Above them all is this: When it 
comes to jobs and economic growth, if Amer- 
ica is to succeed at home, it must lead 
abroad. This year, America is exporting more 
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than ever before. And over the past 5 years, 
nearly half of America’s real income growth 
has been in exports. And that means jobs for 
American workers, markets for American 
goods. 

No one said it was easy. Leadership de- 
mands character and experience. But right 
now we hear that America has no business 
leading the world, that we should just lock 
the doors and pull down the blinds and hope 
the world goes away. Well, America is not 
that kind of country. Never before in this 
Nation’s proud history have we turned our 
back on a challenge. And we are not going 
to start now by becoming an isolationistic 
country. 

Americans don’t cut and run; we compete. 
You see, I believe in the American worker. 
And let’s not build walls. Let’s open markets; 
let our workers go head-to-head. When they 
do, the world will see Americans can out- 
think, outproduce, and outperform anyone in 
the world, anywhere, anytime. 

And so, in summary, let me just put it this 
way: I want you on March 3d to send a mes- 
sage to those doomsayers and the pessimists. 
They say our economy has fallen into an 
abyss. They say America is a weakened giant. 
I say, “bunk.” We are the United States of 
America, and we can compete with anybody. 
I’ve heard these doomsayers all my life; so 
have you. Think back a year ago, one year 
to this very day. While American men and 
women risked their lives halfway around the 
world, what did we hear from those profes- 
sional pessimists? They spoke of defeat and 
humiliation. They spoke of a long and bloody 
war, another Vietnam, a quagmire. Well, they 
were wrong then, and they are wrong now. 

Here in this county, here in your home 
county and all across the country, Americans 
are ready to move, ready to face the chal- 
lenge and meet a new American destiny. So, 
I ask you on March 3d to cast your ballots 
for George Bush. The fight for our future 
has just begun, and it will continue for 4 
more years. 


Thank you for your trust. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:18 p.m. at 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School. 
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Exchange With Reporters Aboard 
Air Force One 


February 25, 1992 


The President. Good morning, traveling 
squad. 


President Reagan 


Q. What’s this about President Reagan 
says you don’t seem to stand for anything? 

The President. I don’t believe that. 

Q. Are you going to have trouble in Cali- 
fornia? 

The President. Well, we're taking it time 
by time. I think we'll be all right in California. 
It’s a little early to be into that one. We've 
got some earlier hurdles which I feel good 
about. 

Q. Do you expect Mr. Reagan to campaign 
for you actively? 

The President. Well, I don’t know. He’s 
been very good about that, but I haven’t even 
discussed it with him. It’s way premature for 
that. But he’s been quite supportive, as you 
know, already endorsed me enthusiastically. 

Q. Are you disappointed at all that he 
won't be at the fundraiser? 

The President. No. I’ve known him for 
a long time. I’m going to go see him, I think. 
I don’t know if it’s going to work out or not. 


The Economy 


Q. Why do you think your poll numbers 
are so much lower in California than 

The President. I think the economy. I 
think they're hurting there. And I think any- 
time a person has—as President, you take 
the heat on the economy. It’s happening 
worldwide. 


Israeli Loan Guarantees 


Q. Any reaction from the Israelis to Sec- 
retary Baker's 

The President. I haven’t seen it this 
morning, saw some yesterday but hadn’t seen 
anything new to add to that. I thought the 
Secretary expressed the policy of U.S. Gov- 
ernment very clearly, very forcefully, and 
very correctly. 


General Motors 


Q. Any reaction to the shutdown of G.M.? 
The President. No, only regret for the 
hardship that it causes families, but just keep 
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plugging away to try to get this economy 
moving and stimulated. That’s what’s need- 
ed. So, I'll keep challenging the Congress to 
do just that. 


Iraq 


Q. How about Iraq? 

Q. your help to Iraq? What was be- 
hind that to help them get loans? 

The President. I haven’t read all the 
charges about Iraq. But as you may remem- 
ber in history, there was a lot of support at 
a time for Iraq as a balance to a much more 
aggressive Iran under Khomeini. So that was 
a part of the policy of the Reagan administra- 
tion, and I was very proud to support it 


Israeli Loan Guarantees 


Q. If Congress were to pass the loan guar- 
antees without the settlements freeze, would 
you veto any such legislation? 

The President. That’s too hypothetical. 
We spelled out our policy, and there it is. 
And it’s the proper policy. We haven't 
changed. That’s been the policy of the U.S. 
Government for a long, long time. 

Q. Is it politically risky for you to now take 
this position? 

The President. It might be, but I’m not 
going to shift the foreign policy of this coun- 
try because of political expediency. I can’t 
do that and have any credibility worldwide. 
And we have credibility worldwide. Other- 
wise we wouldn’t have been able to facilitate 
the peace talks in the first place. So, we just 
have certain policy positions, and they’re 
sound. 


California 


Q. Do you expect to be making a lot more 
trips to California? How are you going to try 
and turn around your situation there? 

The President. Just go about our game 
plan which is to take our message out there. 
I understand there’s two extraordinarily suc- 
cessful fundraisers in place out there, so that 
should say something. Maybe that will get 
people thinking positively. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think you'll be 
able to win California, sir? Do you think 
you'll be able to win? 

The President. Oh, sure. Yes. 

Q. Oh, sure? 

The President. Yes. 
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Q. Pretty confident? 
The President. Yes, I am. 


Southern Primaries 


Q. Patrick Buchanan—fire Bush imme- 
diately. Do you think he’s getting a little per- 
sonal in his attacks and his charges? 

The President. I haven’t seen that, John 
[John Cochran, NBC News]. I wouldn't 
worry too much about that. 

Q. Those FBI—— 

The President. Yes. I think we're going 
to do all right down South. I feel good about 
it. We’ve got good people working, and I 
think the people down there understand my 
message. And I think as people compare the 
two candidates, w hy, we'll be fine. 

Q. Will you be mentioning Buchanan by 
name? Last week you said you were going 
to take the gloves off. Do you intend to do 
so, sir? 

The President. Well, I’m still sorting all 
that out. You heard me last night. I’d rather 
define it on the issues. There are plenty of 
surrogates that are willing to make it more 
specific. I think that’s a good way to leave 
it. 

ads starting up in Georgia against 
Buchanan? 

The President. I think that there will be 
ads that define the differences in position, 
yes. And I expect that people will understand 
that, after the ads from the Democrats in 
New Hampshire against me and from him 
against me. But I'll try to keep it on a high 
ple ine —together and go on and win. 

Q. You seem kind of subdued today, Mr. 
President. Are you feeling okay? 

The President. Yes, | feel good, Rita [Rita 
Beamish, Associated Press]. 

Q. How 
early. 

The President. Do you remember Lesley 
Stahl [CBS News] asking when the Berlin 
Wall came down why I wasn’t jumping with 
joy? I said, “We're taking care of this.” It’s 
a little early. We’re going on a long trip, and 
it’s kind of a calm but determined approach. 

Q. Have you added any additional stops 
on this trip? We heard you might add some 
on the end, Saturday or Sunday, additional 
stops. 


come you’re so subdued? It’s 
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The President. | haven't heard it yet, but 
I might be the last to know. [Laughter] 

Q. We probably would. 

The President. Have a nice trip to Cali- 
fornia, everybody. 

Q. See you there. 

Q. Thank you. 


Note: The exchange began prior to the Presi- 
dent’s departure from Andrews Air Force 
Base in Camp Springs, MD, for San Fran- 
cisco, CA. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of this exchange. 


Remarks at a Bush- Quayle 
Fundraising Luncheon in San 
Francisco, California 


February 25, 1992 


Thank you so much for that welcome back. 
Pete mentioned this was my 15th visit. But 
you have a wonderful way of making people 
feel at home in this State. Thank you very 
much. And may I just say from halfway across 
the world, or at least in the east coast, watch- 
ing with wonder, what a superb job, fighting 
difficult conditions, your Governor is doing. 
It’s an inspiration to all of us in politics, I'll 
tell you. And Gayle, our greetings to you. 

May I thank the Skyline College Musicians 
over there and pay my respects to Eric 
Stratman, who got up and gave us that won- 
derful rendition of the Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner; no pitch pipe, no nothing; just the beau- 
tiful music. And we were all so moved by 
that. And though he didn’t confess to this— 
your bishop or our bishop, my bishop, put 
it that way, and Barbara’s—he used to be 
our pastor in Washington, DC, before he was 
elevated to being bishop here in San Fran- 
cisco. And Bill, thank you, sir, for being with 
us today and for those inspiring words. 

And of course, let me single out the master 
of ceremonies. I’ve seen him in all kinds of 
roles in terms of dealing with world leaders. 
I’ve never seen him, I don’t believe, as mas- 
ter of ceremonies. But George Shultz is one 
of the truly great public servants. And I’m 
delighted to see he and Obie again. 

And I want to salute our former Cabinet 
member Bob Mosbacher; and Bobby Holt 
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here is our national campaign finance chair- 
man; Jim Dignan, the California State chair; 
Katie Boyd and Howard Leach, who have 
done a superb job on this overflow luncheon. 
And also, Gretchen is out here who gra- 
ciously met us at the airport. Thank you for 
all the work on the luncheon. And to all the 
other national vice chairs—Alex Spanos and 
Don Bren and Craig Berkman and Flo 
Crichton of the finance team. And a special 
thanks to Mr. Yong Kim over here, and to 
my old friend, Johnny Tsu over there, who 
have done a great job on this. Thank you 
all. 

To paraphrase John Kennedy, I’m touched 
by that warm response, but not half as 
touched as all of you have been. 

Before I begin, let me just share and ex- 
press my concern for all the Californians 
who, after seemingly endless years of 
drought, have been ravaged by record floods. 
I am pleased to announce that today, as I 
came out on Air Force One, I signed a dec- 
laration to provide that much-needed disas- 
ter relief to these flood victims. They're hurt- 
ing, and the Federal Government ought to 
do its part. 

I want to talk to you today about some 
of the challenges that we face, Pete men- 
tioned some of them, about the decisions 
we’re going to make in this election year that 
are going to really chart the course of this 
country’s future for the next 5 years. And let 
me lay it out straight, what Government can 
do and what it can’t do, and what I will do 
as President, and where I will need your 
help. 

Start, if you will, with the number one 
issue on everybody's mind, and that is the 
economy, the Nation’s economy. One month 
ago, as the Governor said, in my State of the 
Union I laid out a two-part economic plan: 
for the short term, a plan to get the economy 
moving as early as this spring, seven points 
to stimulate investment; and a longer-term 
plan to keep America competitive in the new 
century ahead. I asked the Democrats who 
control all the committees in the Congress, 
both Houses of the Congress, to act for the 
good of the country. And I gave Congress 
52 days to pass the plan. 

Since then, some Democrats have been 
wrestling with their consciences. It is too 
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early to predict who will win. But instead of 
working on my plan, the House Democrats 
surfaced their own, a tiny tax cut across the 
board, written in invisible ink, in exchange 
for a huge tax increase chiseled into stone. 
Ask the people out there, your neighbors, is 
it really worth borrowing from our children 
to give families an extra 25 cents a day? That 
two-bit tax cut would make even the tooth 
fairy blush. It is not good legislation. 

When the cameras are on, the Democrats 
say all the right things, especially in a political 
year, talk about a blueprint for an economic 
recovery. But then the doors close and the 
backroom brokering begins. And in the end, 
it is the same old Democratic deal, another 
“jobs bill,” but this one for the tax collectors. 

Now, if the Senate Democrats want to 
make their temporary tax cut permanent, and 
this is a fact, they would have to jack up the 
income tax rate for every American making 
more than $35,000. You heard that right, 
$35,000, for a plan that’s supposed to help 
the middle class. And that’s going to come 
as real news to a lot of factory workers and 
school teachers and everyday Americans that 
are just struggling to make ends meet. So 
they are going to tax the middle class for the 
same reason that Willie Sutton robbed the 
banks, because that’s where the money is. 

If you want to give American companies 
reason to expand, then give them what we 
are calling for, an investment tax allowance. 
Speed up the rates of depreciation. If you 
want to boost the sagging housing market and 
if you want to give American families a real 
shot at the American dream, then don’t look 
to the liberal leadership in the Congress. 
Give first-time homebuyers what our plan 
does, a $5,000 tax credit toward that first 
home. 

Finally, let me just say to the Congress 
here: If you’re serious about competitiveness, 
if you’re serious about creating jobs, then cut 
the tax on capital gains. 

These points I’ve listed, and four more, 
will stimulate the economy right away. Now, 
let’s switch over to the defense side of the 
equation. I’m sure you're reading a great deal 
about defense cuts. For decades we faced 
a very dangerous enemy abroad, and we 
fought the Democrats, those liberal ones at 
home, who would have stripped this Nation 
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of the strength that it needed to defend itself 
and to defend freedom. Republicans fought 
hard on both fronts—Pete Wilson was a lead- 
er in this fight when he was a United States 
Senator—and winning the defense battle on 
Capitol Hill, as George Shultz will tell you, 
helped us win the cold war. No one under- 
stood that better than my predecessor, Ron- 
ald Reagan. He understood it from day one 
and fought for a strong defense. 

Now, given the changes in the world—and 
they’re dramatic and they are wonderful in 
terms of the future of our kids—given the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, we know now 
we can reduce defense spending substan- 
tially. So I went to the Joint Chiefs and to 
Dick Cheney and based on the rec- 
ommendation of the Joint Chiefs and the 
Secretary of Defense, I’ve proposed a sub- 
stantial but a sensible defense build-down, 
one that will recognize post-cold-war reali- 
ties, but still leave this country with the mus- 
cle that we need to meet whatever danger 
comes our way or help defend those whose 
freedom are at stake. 

And we have a number of Federal pro- 
grams aimed at helping defense industry 
workers as they seek new careers now be- 
cause of our defense cuts. We’re taking steps 
to ease the transition that many firms will 
face as they shift from defense-related work 
to the commercial economy. That’s what this 
technology transfer initiative is all about that 
I’ve proposed, getting research done in gov- 
ernment labs out into the private economy. 
And in May we're going to bring that mes- 
sage to Cal-Tech through our national tech- 
nology initiative. And that’s good news for 
the high-tech firms right here in the Silicon 
Valley, and all across this State. Our approach 
is the sensible way to go, the right way to 
keep the economy sound, and our Nation 
safe. 

But there are political problems. There are 
Democrats with a different plan in mind in 
the United States Congress. They want to use 
the end of the cold war to open a bidding 
war to see who can gut the Defense Depart- 
ment the fastest. One plan would cut defense 
by an additional $200 billion over 5 years. 
Nationwide, cuts on that scale would wipe 
out hundreds of thousands of jobs, say noth- 
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ing about rendering us incapable of respond- 
ing to aggression Overseas. 

You might think about that. Right now, $1 
out of every $5 spent on defense is spent 
right here in California. Think of the shock 
waves that would touch off in the construc- 
tion and electronics and aerospace industries 
and the aftershock for the real estate mar- 
kets. Think of the workers and the welders 
to the engineers thrown out of work and onto 
welfare. You can call it a double play, a 
Democratic double Play, cripple our de- 
fenses and the same for the economy, all at 
the same time. 

For the sake of national security—and | 
still view that as my most fundamental re- 
sponsibility, the national security of this 
country. I think that is the prime responsibil- 
ity of the President—for the sake of just plain 
economic common sense as well, and for the 
sake of California and the country, I ask you 
to draw the line and say no to those Demo- 
crats who want to recklessly cut the muscle 
out of the national defense of this country. 

We can turn this economy around, pro- 
vided we deal in economic reality. It all 
comes down to this: To succeed economically 
at home, we’ve got to lead economically 
abroad. 

There is no better case in point than this 
wonderful State of California. None. This 
State accounts for one in every seven dollars 
of American exports. In 1990 alone, two-way 
trade reached nearly $166 billion. For the 
past 5 years that’s an average annual increase 
of 20 percent, and statewide, I think Pete 
would agree, it means something like three- 
quarters of a million, I believe the figure is 
725,000 jobs, close to three-quarters of a mil- 
lion tied into trade. It is more true than ever 
before: America’s future lies in open mar- 
kets. It does not lie in this negative view of 
protection. 

But the people we are battling in the Con- 
gress today aren’t about to let the fact intrude 
on the fantasy. Their prescription for the 
nineties is to sound—really to pull back, not 
all of them but some of them—to pull back 
and sound an economic retreat, and then to 
raise up trade barriers—all in the name of 
fair trade—but to raise up trade barriers, 
build new barricades to keep imports out, 
and take this country back to a dangerous 
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pre-World War II isolationism. As long as I 
am President that will not happen to the 
United States of America. 

That’s not the American way, certainly not 
the California way. We don’t cut and run. 
We compete. And we work hard. And I’ve 
got a lot of faith in the American worker be- 
cause our workers have a lot of faith in them- 
selves. If we can do better and make more 
progress in clearing away the trade barriers 
and go head to head, the American worker 
will outthink and outperform and outproduce 
anybody, anyplace, anytime. It’s that direc- 
tion that we’ve got to take this country. 

There’s a new reality now in the way peo- 
ple live and work and look at Government. 
People really don’t buy that old “big Govern- 
ment” rhetoric. The American people have 
seen enough of what we call social engineer- 
ing. They know the limits of Government. 
They know that our greatness doesn’t spring 
from Government: America’s strengths are in 
her people, in our families, in our commu- 
nities. Government can’t raise your kids to 
know right from wrong. It can’t legislate 
happy endings. Government isn’t why people 
work hard, raise a family, save for retirement. 
And people know, as Government tries to do 
more and more, it delivers less and less. 

And year after year, the main opposition 
on the Hill, the liberal Democrats who con- 
trol the Congress, have pushed spending 
higher and higher. In 1993, the Federal Gov- 
ernment will spend $1.5 trillion of taxpayers’ 
money. People are entitled to ask, “Am I get- 
ting my 1.5 trillion’s worth?” 

We need to get back to the basics that 
Government is too big, and it spends too 
much. And that leads me to ask you to urge 
your Congress to give me the line-item veto. 
Forty-three Governors have it, and give the 
President, the executive branch, a chance. 
We need for Government to do less but do 
better. To focus on what people want and 
deserve, safe streets, good schools, strong 
economy and, certainly, a strong country. 

Today we see the return of responsibility, 
an old idea that never really went out of style. 
People have had it with the no-fault lifestyle. 
In their private lives, they know actions have 
consequences. What they want is a Govern- 
ment whose policies and programs recognize 
that people are responsible for their actions 
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and that Government is responsible to the 
people. Now, if you think about it, that’s 
nothing more than a working definition of 
freedom. 

Because we believe in responsibility, we 
believe in education reform, fundamental re- 
form. We've laid out a strategy called Amer- 
ica 2000, to literally revolutionize our 
schools. It’s not Democrat. It’s not Repub- 
lican. It’s not liberal. It’s not conservative. 
It is American, supported by the 50 Gov- 
ernors to meet our six education goals. 

We need to hold our kids and our teachers 
to a higher standard; that’s part of it. And 
here’s a radical notion: Let’s test these kids 
at the 4th and the 8th and the 12th grade, 
see what we're doing, where we’re doing it 
well, and where we need to do more work. 
Our schools need a good dose of competition, 
with each other. Right now, kids are a captive 
audience. You give the parents a chance to 
choose their children’s schools, and you'll see 
our schools start doing their homework. And 
the bad schools will be picked up by the com- 
petition. School choice is working where it’s 
in effect, and it will work nationwide. 

Because we believe in responsibility, we 
back legal reform. Here’s the fact: America’s 
become the land of the lawsuit. We've put 
forward a plan, it’s up on the Hill, to cut 
down a number of frivolous lawsuits. They 
sap our economy. They strain our patience. 
When a father can’t coach Little League be- 
cause he’s worried about getting sued, some- 
thing’s wrong. When your neighbor becomes 
a plaintiff, something’s wrong. Our country 
would be a lot better off if we spent as much 
time helping each other as we do suing each 
other. 

Because we believe in responsibility, we 
take a hard line on drugs and crime. Tomor- 
row I go to San Antonio, Barbara and I go 
down there, and will meet with five or six 
Latin American Presidents, working with 
them to sharpen our strategy to beat the 
scourge. Yes, we’re waging a war to cut the 
supply lines that bring drugs into this coun- 
try. Interdictions are at an all-time high. But 
we're battling on the demand side as well. 
We set a goal to drive down the current ado- 
lescent cocaine use by 30 percent. That was 
our national goal. And we've seen a dramatic 
60 percent decrease. Now, that’s good news. 
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That’s good news for families across this 
country. 


But we all know that we can’t begin to 
claim total victory yet. We must show that 
here, too, actions have consequences. And 
that’s why we need stiffer sentences for these 
drug dealers, courts that punish criminals, 
not honest cops trying to do their job out 
there, and laws that make life tougher on the 
criminals than on the victims of crime. 


Because we believe in responsibility, I be- 
lieve as Pete does, we believe as your Gov- 
ernor does in welfare reform. People are will- 
ing to support benefits. They've always been 
willing to give a hand up. Americans care. 
But they want to see some connection be- 
tween welfare and work. They want to see 
governments at every level w ork together to 
track down the dead-beat fathers, the ones 
who can’t be bothered to pay child support. 
And I think most of all they want to see us 
break this cycle of dependency, a cycle of 
dependency that destroys dignity, and says 
to a little guy when he’s just starting up, you 
really don’t have much of a chance. Passes 
down poverty from one generation to an- 
other. That’s wrong. We’re going to do some- 
thing to change it. 

Right here in California, Governor Wil- 
son’s got a plan that will encourage people 
on welfare to take work when they can find 

: for pregnant teens or parents to stay in 
pare get the education they'll need to 
make a better future, a future where they 
won’t need that next welfare check. 


What can we do to help California? What 
can we in Washington do? Simple: We can 
start by getting our bureaucracy out of the 
way. And we'll do all we can, Pete, to remove 
those Federal regulations, to help you cut 
through that web of redtape to real ‘reform. 


These reforms—changes we make now to 
boost the economy and to transform our 
schools and our legal and our welfare sys- 
tems—can really spark a revolution. A rev- 
olution to bring this country home to the 
bedrock beliefs that have made us great. And 
they are fundamental: family and faith, re- 
sponsibility and respect, community and 
country. Simple words, certain truths that 
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hold a world of meaning, I still believe, for 
every single American. 


Here’s what I know about this country’s 
future: No matter how tough times are now, 
no matter what trials we face, America’s best 
day always lies ahead. I believed that when 
I was a little kid. I believe it now. I am totally 
confident about the recovery of this country. 
And I'll believe it every day I live because 
that, in essence, is the great glory of our won- 
drous country. 


Thank you all, and may God bless the 
United States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:13 p.m. at 
the Westin St. Francis Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Governor Pete Wilson and his 
wife Gayle; George P. Shultz, former Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and his wife Obie; 
Katie Boyd, cochairman of the dinner and 
vice chairman of the California Bush-Quayle 
campaign; Howard Leach, dinner cochair- 
man and regional vice chairman of the Bush- 
Quayle campaign, and his wife Gretchen; 
and Yong Kim and Johnny Tsu, national vice 
chairmen of the Bush-Quayle campaign. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on General Motors Plant 
Closings 

February 25, 1992 


The White House made no attempt what- 
soever to influence General Motors’ decision 
over which plants to close and which plants 
to keep open. The White House considers 
such matters to be internal corporate deci- 
s1i0ns. 


The President is very much aware of the 
human costs associated with these tough eco- 
nomic times. This recent plant closing an- 
nouncement underscores the critical impor- 
tance of the Congress acting promptly on the 
President’s economic growth package before 
the March 20 deadline set down in the Presi- 
dent’s State of the Union Address. 
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Proclamation 6405—Save Your 
Vision Week, 1992 


February 25, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


As the “window” to the brain, the human 
eye joins our other senses in opening the 
mind to the outside world, enabling us to 
appreciate more fully the wonders of creation 
and their wide range of form, color, size, and 
motion. While the gift of sight is a tremen- 
dous blessing, it is one that we sometimes, 
all too easily, take for granted. Hence, during 
Save Your Vision Week, we reflect on both 
the importance of good vision in our daily 
lives and the vital role of prevention, early 
detection, and treatment in the fight against 
vision loss. 

Each year thousands of Americans suffer 
from vision loss that might have been pre- 
vented. One simple and effective way to pre- 
vent such tragedies is through periodic eye 
examinations by a licensed professional. Reg- 
ular eye exams can provide an early warning 
of eye disease and allow an eye care profes- 
sional to initiate prompt treatment. 

Glaucoma is one potentially blinding eye 
disease that can be controlled and treated 
effectively if detected early. Despite this fact, 
however, glaucoma remains a leading cause 
of blindness in the United States. People who 
run the highest risk of developing the dis- 
ease—in particular, black Americans over the 
age of 40 and all persons over the age of 
60—are urged to obtain an eye examination 
at least every two years. 

Periodic eye examinations are absolutely 
critical for persons with diabetes. Although 
diabetic eye disease is treatable, it remains 
a leading cause of blindness because many 
people with diabetes fail to have their eyes 
examined at least annually. 

Children also need early and regular eye 
examinations. Even the healthiest of young- 
sters may have an unsuspected visual prob- 
lem that, if left untreated, could interfere 
with his or her play and learning and eventu- 
ally cause permanent vision loss. A routine 
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checkup can identify a disorder in time for 
effective treatment. 

Eye safety is a must at any age. Children 
should be instructed early and often in the 
basic principles of eye safety. Both in the 
home and in the workplace, Americans 
should wear a face mask, goggles, or safety 
glasses when working with chemicals or ma- 
chinery that might be dangerous to the eyes. 
Individuals who engage in contact sports and 
other potentially hazardous athletic activities 
are urged to wear protective eyewear when- 
ever possible, and contact lens wearers 
should always clean, store, and handle their 
lenses carefully and in accordance with the 
directions of their eye care professional. 
Through simple yet important steps like 
these, we can protect our precious gift of 
sight. 

To encourage Americans to cherish and to 
protect their vision, the Congress, by joint 
resolution approved December 30, 1963 (77 
Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 169a), has authorized 
and requested the President to proclaim the 
first week in March of each year as “Save 
Your Vision Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of March 1 
through March 7, 1992, as Save Your Vision 
Week. I urge all Americans to participate in 
this observance by making eye care and eye 
safety an important part of their lives. I also 
invite eye care professionals, members of the 
communications media, and other concerned 
parties to join in activities that will help make 
Americans more aware of the steps that they 
can take to protect their vision. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-two, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:55 a.m., February 26, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on February 27. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on the Cyprus Conflict 


February 25, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
In accordance with Public Law 95-384 (22 
U.S.C. 2373(c)), I am submitting to you this 
bimonthly report on progress toward a nego- 
tiated settlement of the Cyprus question. 
This report covers the second half of October 
and all of November and December 1991. 
During this period there was a pause in the 
Cyprus negotiating process, in large part as- 
sociated with national elections in Turkey 
and the process of government formation 
that followed. However, during this period, 
important contacts between the U.N. Sec- 
retary General and the Greek and Turkish 
Governments and the leaders of the two 
Cypriot communities continued, as did con- 
tacts of U.S. representatives with all parties. 


The U.N. Secretary General's report on his 
good offices mission of October 8 and U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 716 of October 


12 (both attached to my last report to the 
Congress) were widely discussed in Cyprus, 
Greece, and Turkey. On November 30, 1991, 
the U.N. Secretary General issued his semi- 
annual report on U.N. Operations in Cyprus 


covering the period from June 1, 1991, 
through November 30, 1991 (copy otteched) 
This was a prelude to the renewal, on De- 
cember 12, by the U.N. Security Council of 
the mandate of UNFICYP, the U.N. Force 
in Cyprus, for an additional 6 months to start 
on December 15. (There had been informal 
discussion of changing the method of financ- 
ing UNFICYP, but no changes were made 
although it was agreed to consider r again, dur- 
ing the current mandate period, moving to- 
ward assessed rather than voluntary con- 
tributions.) 


On December 3 President Vassiliou of Cy- 
prus visited New York to meet with outgoing 
U.N. Secretary General Perez de Cuellar to 
review the Cyprus negotiations. He also had 
an informal conversation with Secretary Gen- 
eral Designate Boutros Ghali about how the 
settlement process might be moved forward 
in 1992. President Vassiliou also met in New 
York with the U.S. Special Cyprus Coordina- 
tor, Ambassador Nelson Ledsky, and with the 
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U.S. Permanent Representative to the Unit- 
ed Nations, Ambassador Thomas Pickering. 


On December 12 I met with Prime Min- 
ister Mitsotakis of Greece, who was visiting 
Washington. We discussed Cyprus along with 
other matters of mutual interest. During our 
meeting and, in a public statement after the 
meeting, I assured Prime Minister Mitsotakis 
that Cyprus remains an important issue on 
the U.S. agenda. I told Prime Minister 
Mitsotakis that I would send U.S. Special Cy- 
prus Coordinator Ledsky to the Eastern 
Mediterranean early in 1992. 


On December 19 Secretary of State Baker 
met with Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin of 
Turkey while both were attending the North 
Atlantic Council meeting in Brussels. Among 
other subjects they discussed Cyprus, and 
Secretary Baker told Mr. Cetin of our contin- 
ued strong interest in the U.N. Cyprus settle- 
ment process. 


Also on December 19 U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral Perez de Cuellar distributed to the Secu- 
rity Council his final report (copy attached) 
on his Cyprus “good offices” mission. Al- 
though the Secretary General expressed his 
disappointment that the Cyprus question had 
not been resolved during his 10-year tenure, 
he noted the progress that had been made 
and laid out the areas where work still needs 
to be done to narrow differences. He then 
asked the leaders of the two Cypriot commu- 
nities and of Greece and Turkey to devote 
their full energies to pursuit of a solution of 
the Cyprus question. 


On December 23 the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil President issued a statement on behalf of 
the Council (copy attached) that noted the 
progress already made through the efforts of 
the Secretary General, endorsed his Decem- 
ber 19 report, reaffirmed the Council's posi- 
tion that a high-level international meeting 
chaired by the U.N. Secretary General and 
attended by the two Cypriot communities, 
Greece, and Turkey represented an effective 
mechanism for concluding an overall frame- 
work agreement, requested full cooperation 
of all parties in completing on an urgent basis 
the U.N. set of ideas on an overall framework 
agreement, and called on the new Secretary 
General to report on progress by April 1992. 
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At the end of December 1991 Ambassador 
Ledsky prepared for his new consultation 
mission to the Eastern Mediterranean. His 
mission began on January 7, 1992, and will 
be the initial item in my next bimonthly re- 
port. 


Like U.N. Secretary General Perez de 
Cuellar, I am disappointed that cir- 
cumstances did not allow the Cyprus issue 
to be resolved in 1991. I would like to take 
this opportunity to add my personal thanks 
to Secretary General Perez de Cuellar for 
his tireless efforts over many years and share 
with him the sentiment he expressed in the 
final line of his final report on Cyprus: “. . . 
the long overdue solution can be reached and 
the two communities can live together in Cy- 
prus in harmony, security, and prosperity.” 


Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and Claiborne Pell, chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on 
International Agreements 


February 25, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case-Za- 
blocki Act (1 U.S.C. section 112(b)), I trans- 
mit herewith a report prepared by the De- 
partment of State concerning international 
agreements. 


Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and Claiborne Pell, chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Annual Report on 
Alaska’s Mineral Resources 


February 25, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit herewith the 1991 Annual Re- 
port on Alaska’s Mineral Resources, pursuant 
to section 1011 of the Alaska National Inter- 
est Lands Conservation Act (Public Law 96- 
487; 16 U.S.C. 3151). This report, containing 
pertinent public information relating to min- 
erals in Alaska, as gathered by the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey, the Bureau of Mines, and 
other Federal agencies. This report is signifi- 
cant because of the importance of the min- 
eral and energy resources of Alaska to the 
future well-being of the Nation. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 25, 1992. 


Remarks at a Bush-Quayle 
Fundraising Dinner in Los Angeles, 
California 


February 25, 1992 


Thank you all very, very much. And what 
a pleasure it is to be here with Pete Wilson, 
to be introduced by this man who is doing 
so much for the State. And thank you for 
heading our campaign and being at our side 
today. It is a pleasure to see you and Gayle. 
May I thank our master of ceremonies, John- 
ny Grant; say to the next team, Rabbi Green- 
baum and Cheryl Ladd, who did a great job 
on the pledge without missing a beat; and 
Bobby Britt who did the national anthem. 
And thanks to everyone who has organized 
this extraordinary gathering. What did you 
do? Tell these folks that they had moved the 
Academy Awards to tonight, I think, when 
we look around back here. And I’m very 
grateful. 

And let me just say it’s also a great pleasure 
to see Don Bren, who is one of our national 
cochairmen, and Lod Cook, another one. 
And thanks to both of you for making this 
a highly successful event. Greetings also to 
Bobby Holt, who is our national finance 
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chairman; former Secretary Bob Mosbacher, 
who did a superb job as our Secretary of 
Commerce, who is the chairman of our cam- 
paign; and all the other Bush-Quayle vice 
chairmen here tonight. 

What an amazing crowd and what enthu- 
siasm. And you all make me feel so young, 
especially Bob Hope. [Laughter] You know, 
Bob told you only half the story. That story 
he told was true about Desert Storm. He 
went over there, but what he forgot to tell 
you because of his modesty is I got more 
reports back from Norm Schwarzkopf and 
from Powell and from all of them about the 
lift that gave to those kids, many of whom 
had been months sitting out in the desert. 
And we're very, very grateful to him. 

And I’m touched, to paraphrase John Ken- 
nedy, I’m touched by your warm response, 
but not half as touched as all of you have 
been. This has been a big success. 

Let me start tonight by sharing my concern 
for all the many southern Californians who 
have been ravaged by the record floods here. 
And I’m pleased to say that today, on Air 
Force One, I signed a declaration to provide 
much-needed disaster relief to flood victims. 
You’re hurting, and we'll get you help. And 
the Governor promptly moved on that for 
the State. 

I want to talk tonight about some of the 
challenges that we face, about the decisions 
that will make this election year, that really 
are going to chart this country’s history for 
the next 5 years. And let me say it straight: 
What Government can do and what it can’t 
do, and what I will do as President, and then 
where I'll need your help. 

Let’s start with the number one issue on 
everyone’s mind, and that is the economy. 
One month ago, as Pete said, in that State 
of the Union, I laid out a two-part economic 
action plan: for the short term, a plan to get 
this economy moving as early as this spring, 
and then a longer term plan to keep America 
competitive in the next century. And I asked 
the Democrats who control the Congress to 
act for the good of the country, to lay politics 
aside. And I gave Congress those 52 days to 
pass my plan. 

And since then, some Democrats have 
been wrestling with their consciences. It’s 
still too early to predict who will win. But 
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instead of working on my plan, the House 
Democrats surfaced their own. And true to 
form, it is a temporary tax cut in exchange 
for a permanent tax hike. And that tax cut 
works out to 25 cents per person. Sounds 
big in a package for the consumption in the 
political arena, but that’s what it makes, 25 
cents per person. And to make it permanent 
the Democrats would have to jack up the 
income tax rate for every American making 
more than $35,000 a year, $35,000. For a 
plan that is supposed to help the middle 
class, that’s going to come as real news to 
a lot of factory workers and schoolteachers 
and everyday Americans struggling to make 
ends meet. 

So let’s face it, the Democrats are going 
to tax the middle class for the same reason 
that Willie Sutton robbed banks, because 
that’s where the money is. They say they're 
going to hit the rich, and they end up hitting 
the small guy. 

Now, my economic plan is built on seven 
specific proposals to stimulate this tired 
economy. And if you want to give American 
companies a reason to expand, then give 
them—and this can be done in the remaining 
days—my investment tax allowance. Speed 
up depreciation. And if you really want to 
do something about boosting the sagging 
housing market and if you want to give Amer- 
ican families a shot at the American dream, 
then give those first-time homebuyers what 
my plan does, a $5,000 tax credit toward that 
first home. Give those young families a 
chance. 

And finally, let me say this to the Congress: 
If you are serious about competitiveness and 
if you are serious about creating the jobs, 
then cut the tax on capital gains and stimulate 
investment. 

That’s not the only fight I’ve got with the 
Capitol Hill crowd. Take a look at national 
defense. And it is important to remind our- 
selves that 365 days ago to this very minute 
we were starting that flanking movement 
around the Iraqi army in the sands. And a 
few months before that, nobody dreamed 
we'd be faced with that kind of aggression. 
For decades, we faced a dangerous enemy 
abroad. And we fought those at home who 
would have stripped this Nation of the 
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strength that it needed to defend itself, those 
that always wanted to cut defense. 

Republicans fought hard on both fronts. 
And winning the defense battle on Capitol 
Hill helped us win the cold war. And no one 
understood that better than my predecessor, 
Ronald Reagan. He stood for a strong de- 
fense and stood up for our principles. And 
now, with the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
imperial communism as we know it gone, we 
can reduce defense spending substantially. 

I sat down with the Joint Chiefs and Chair- 
man Powell and the Secretary of Defense, 
and we worked out a sensible defense build- 
down. We’re talking about $50 billion more 
cut. One that will recognize post-cold-war re- 
alities, but still leave this country with the 
muscle that we need to meet whatever dan- 
ger comes our way. 

I know that’s a concern here in southern 
California, with its proud tradition of pushing 
the frontier in aerospace and producing 
weapon systems that redefined state-of-the- 
art. We have a number of Federal programs 
aimed now, as we cut down on defense 
spending, at helping those workers, those 
good workers, those defense industry work- 
ers as they seek new careers. And we’re tak- 
ing steps to ease the transition that many 
firms will face as they shift from defense- 
related work to the commercial economy. 
And that’s what my technology transfer ini- 
tiative is all about, getting research done in 
Government labs out into the private econ- 
omy. And in May we're going to bring that 
message to Cal Tech through our national 
technology initiative. Our approach is the 
sensible way to go, the right way to keep the 
economy sound and at the same time keep 
our Nation strong and safe. 

But there are Democrats with a very dif- 
ferent plan in mind. And they want to use 
the al of the cold war to open a bidding 
war to see who can gut defense the fastest. 
And one scheme would cut defense by an 
additional $200 billion. And nationwide, cuts 
on that scale would wipe out hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, to say nothing about ren- 
dering us incapable of responding to aggres- 
sion overseas. 

Right now, $1 out of every $5 spent on 
defense is spent right here in California. And 
think of the shockwaves that reckless defense 
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cuts would touch off in the construction and 
in the electronics and aerospace industries 
and the aftershock for the real estate mar- 
kets. Think of the workers, the welders to 
the engineers, thrown out of work and onto 
welfare. For the sake of national security and 
for the sake of just plain economic common 
sense and for the sake of this State and the 
country, I ask you to draw the line and say 
no to those who want to recklessly gut the 
national defense of this country. 

We can turn this economy around pro- 
vided we deal in economic reality. And it all 
comes down to this: To succeed economically 
at home, we’ve got to lead economically 
abroad. And there’s no better case in point 
than California. This State accounts for $1 
in every $7 of American exports. In 1990 
alone, two-way trade reached nearly $166 bil- 
lion. Statewide, that means 725,000 jobs, 
close to three-quarters of a million jobs tied 
to trade. 

And it’s more true than ever before today 
that America’s future lies in opening markets. 
But our opponents aren’t about to let fact 
intrude on fantasy. Their prescription for the 
nineties is to sound an economic retreat and 
raise the trade barriers and build new barri- 
cades to keep imports out and take this coun- 
try back to the dangerous pre-World War II 
isolationism. I am not going to let that hap- 
pen as long as I am President of the United 
States. We are going to stay engaged and lead 
the world. 

That is not the American way. And we 
don’t cut and run; we compete. And I'll put 
my faith in the American worker. So clear 
away the trade barriers, go head-to-head, and 
the American worker will outthink and out- 
perform and outproduce anybody, anyplace, 
anytime. 

People here want to know that increased 
trade doesn’t mean a tradeoff when it comes 
to concerns about our environment. And ear- 
lier this afternoon we had a wonderful meet- 
ing. I announced the new initiative to ensure 
that the promise of free trade includes pro- 
tection for the environment. And we’re work- 
ing with the Government of Mexico. And we 
will commit well over $1 billion in new re- 
sources over the next 3 years to protect drink- 
ing water, pay for cleanups, and enforce haz- 
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ardous waste laws along the U.S.-Mexican 
border. 

And I can say to the people of this great 
State: Here’s proof that we can sustain a 
strong economy and a sound environment. 
Whether it’s the environment, the economy, 
or any other issue, there’s a new reality now 
in the way people live and work and look 
at Government. People don’t really buy the 
old, big Government rhetoric. They've seen 
enough social engineering. And they know 
America’s greatness doesn’t spring from Gov- 
ernment. Our strengths are in our people, 
in our families, in our communities. And 
Government can’t raise your kids to know 
right from wrong. It can’t legislate happy 
endings. Government isn’t why people work 
hard, raise a family, save for retirement. 

Year after year, the folks who control the 
Congress have pushed spending higher and 
higher. In 1993, the Federal Government 
will spend $1.5 trillion of taxpayers’ money. 
And people are entitled to ask, “Am I getting 
my $1.5 trillion’s worth?’ We need to get 
back to the basics. Government is too big, 
and it spends too much. So give me the line- 
item veto, and let the executive branch try 
to cut some of the fat out of the budget. 
Forty-three Governors have it, and 43 Gov- 
ernors do a good job utilizing it. We need 
for Government to do less but do better and 
to focus on what people want and deserve, 
safe streets, good schools, a strong economy, 
and a strong country. 

And today we see the return of responsibil- 
ity, an old idea that never really went out 
of style. People have had it with the no-fault 
lifestyle. And in their private lives they know 
actions have consequences. And what they 
want is a Government whose policies and 
programs recognize that people are respon- 
sible for their actions and that Government 
is responsible to the people. And if you think 
about it, that’s nothing more than a working 
definition of freedom. 

Because we believe in responsibility, we 
believe in education reform. And we've laid 
out a strategy called America 2000. It literally 
revolutionizes our schools. Doing it the old 
way isn’t good enough anymore. And we 
need to hold our kids and our teachers to 
a higher standard. And here’s a radical no- 
tion, as our national education plan calls for: 
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Let’s test our kids to see where we’re doing 
well and where we need more work. And our 
schools need a dose of competition with each 
other. Right now in public schools in Los An- 
geles and across the country, kids are a cap- 
tive audience. Now, give parents a chance 
to choose their children’s schools, and you'll 
see our schools start doing their homework. 
School choice is right, and it is working in 
many States. School choice will work across 
this Nation. 

And because we believe in responsibility 
we back legal reform. Sorry to say this in 
“L.A. Law” country, but here’s the plain fact. 
America has become the land of the lawsuit. 
And we put forward a plan to cut down the 
number of frivolous suits. They sap our econ- 
omy, and they strain our patience. And when 
a father can’t coach Little League because 
he’s worried about getting sued, something's 
wrong. And when your neighbor becomes a 
plaintiff, something’s wrong. Our country 
would be a lot better off if we spent as much 
time helping each other as we do suing each 
other. And so I will challenge the Congress 
again and again to do something about the 
reforms that we have pending up there on 
Capitol Hill right now. 

Because we believe in responsibility, we 
take a hard line on crime and drugs. Tomor- 
row Barbara and I fly down to San Antonio, 
and there I'll meet with five Presidents of 
Latin American countries, Latin American 
leaders, work with them to sharpen our strat- 
egy to beat this scourge. And yes, we’re wag- 
ing a war to cut the supply lines that funnel 
drugs into the crack houses that plague good 
neighborhoods across L.A. County. Intercep- 
tion of drugs coming in is way, way up. 

But we're battling, also, on the demand 
side. And we set a goal to drive down current 
adolescent cocaine use by 30 percent. And 
we've seen a dramatic 60-percent decrease. 
Now, that’s good news. But we all know we 
can’t claim victory yet. We must show that 
here, too, actions have consequences. And 
that’s why we need stiffer sentences for drug 
dealers. We need courts that punish crimi- 
nals, not honest cops, out there trying to do 
their jobs. We need laws that make life 
tougher on the criminals than on the victims 
of crime. And we need to get that House 
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of Representatives to pass my crime bill and 
pass it now. 

Because we believe in responsibility, we 
believe in welfare reform. And people are 
willing to support benefits. Look, we care. 
We're Americans. We care about the other 
guy. But Americans want to see some con- 
nection between welfare and work. They 
want to see governments at every level work 
together to track down the deadbeat fathers, 
those who can’t be bothered to pay child sup- 
port. And they want to see us break the cycle 
of dependency that destroys dignity and 
passes down poverty from one generation to 
the next. That’s wrong to do that, and we’re 
going to do something to change it. 

Right here in California, your able Gov- 
ernor Pete Wilson’s got a plan that will en- 
courage people on welfare to take work when 
they can find it; for pregnant teens or parents 
to stay in school, get the education they'll 
need to make a better future, a future where 
they won’t need that next welfare check. And 
we support him. You say, what can we do 
to help California? Simple, we can start by 
getting Washington out of the way. And I'll 
tell you, we will do all that we can to remove 
the burdensome Federal regulations, to help 
you cut through the web of redtape to real 
reform. 

The reforms I’ve spoken about tonight can 
spark a revolution to bring this country home 
to the bedrock beliefs that have made us 
great. Faith and family, responsibility and re- 
spect, community and country. Simple 
words, certain truths that hold a world of 
meaning for every American. 

And I might say parenthetically, if I could 
be prideful in my comment, I am very, very 
proud of what Barbara does to demonstrate 
strength of family and the caring that we all 
feel in our hearts. 

But here’s what I know about this coun- 
try’s future. No matter how tough times are 
right now, no matter what trials we face, 
America’s best day always lies ahead. And I 
believed that when I was a little boy. I believe 
it now. I believe it every day I live because 
that is the great glory of the United States 
of America. 

Thank you all, and may God bless our 
great country. 


Feb. 25 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Note: The President spoke at 8:58 p.m. at 
the Century Plaza Hotel. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Meeting With President Alberto 
Kenyo Fujimori of Peru in San 
Antonio, Texas 


February 26, 1992 


Drug Summit 


Q. Mr. President, what do you hope to 
accomplish at the drug summit, sir? 

President Bush. Well, I think we’ve al- 
ready—we’re going to build on the first 
meeting, the Cartagena meeting, and we’re 
going to get maximum cooperation. We’re 
going to redouble our efforts on the demand 
side and on the supply side. So, it’s the big 
picture with very able leaders from south of 
our border that continue to address them- 
selves to this problem. And there’s been mar- 
velous cooperation between the countries 

Q. The Ecuadorean President said today 
that his country needs more U.S. dollars. 
What’s your response to him, sir? 

President Bush. Well, I'll be discussing 
it with him when I see him. 

Q. President Fujimori, will cutbacks in 
U.S. aid hamper your drug-fighting efforts? 

President Fujimori. From the supply 
side, we can, we think we can do a lot on 
this side, but also we need the better com- 
prehension and coordination. 

President Bush. And that’s all the things 
we'll be talking about. 

Q. Do you need more U.S. money? 

President Fujimori. Also. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Everybody does, includ- 
ing us, 

President Fujimori. That’s the answer 
they want? [Laughter] 

Q. President Bush, do you believe this 
summit is going to be of any value? 

President Bush. I think there’s a lot of 
value. I think the first one was—President 
Fujimori was not at it—but I believe that 
it set the ground rules, it set some objectives. 
I think this one will do the same thing. We 
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have a broader number of countries here; co- 
operation is good. And we've got to talk about 
how we can do more on the supply and cer- 
tainly on the demand side, something that 
we in the United States are very concerned 
about also. 

So, I view this as a very special opportunity 
to meet with leaders, men who are doing a 
good job in their countries and who are de- 
termined to whip this narcotics threat just 
as we are. So I’m looking forward to it. 


Note: The exchange began at 3 p.m. at the 
Marriott Rivercenter Hotel. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of this 
exchange. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Meeting With President César 
Gaviria of Colombia in San Antonio 


February 26, 1992 


[At this point, a question was asked and 
answered in Spanish. | 

Q. How about you, sir? Do you have any- 
thing to 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Same thing? 

The President. Yes, now that I under- 
stand what he is saying. 

Q. You're 
[Laughter] 

The President. I’ve got Stephanie over 
here. [Laughter] No, but I agree that it’s 
positive, it will be positive. I will say this to 
the journalists from Colombia who are here: 
The respect that we have for what this Presi- 
dent is doing and has already done is very, 
very high. And this is a multilateral meeting; 
we're meeting with other countries as well, 
building on the Cartagena summit, which 
was the first one. But I’m confident that we 
will come out with more determination to 
do better on the demand side, which is large- 
ly a United States problem, and to redouble 
our efforts for coordination on the supply 
side, drawing largely on the experience and 
the success of this President that’s sitting 
next to me. 


improving your Spanish. 
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And so, we can’t take any more questions 
because we only have a few minutes to talk 
here. We're glad you guys are here. 


Note: The exchange began at 3:40 p.m. at 
the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel. In his re- 
marks, the President referred to Stephanie 
Van Reigersberg, Director of Language Serv- 
ices. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of this exchange. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Meeting With President Jaime Paz 
Zamora of Bolivia in San Antonio 
February 26, 1992 


Q. Mr. President, what do you say to 
Members of Congress who say your drug war 
has been a failure? 

The President. | tell them they don’t 
know what they’re talking about. That’s what 
I say. The record is good. 


[At this point, one group of journalists left 
the room, and a second group entered. | 


The President. I might say with your 
countrymen here that we are very respectful 
of the job you’re doing and cooperation, not 
only in the antinarcotics field but in so many 
other areas. I’m just delighted to see you 
again. 

Q. Mr. Bush, is the Government of the 
United States going to support the private 
industry helping other programs in Bolivia? 

The President. Well, we think we need 
every facet of our society helping, the Gov- 
ernment, private, everybody getting involved 
to help as best we can. And it’s a two-way 
street. I think Bolivia has been very coopera- 
tive with the United States. We've got a cou- 
ple of sticking points here that we'll talk 
about. But I think generally speaking it’s 
going quite well, and we salute the President 
for his efforts. He is a dedicated leader who 
is trying to whip a tough problem. And we 
know that, and we respect that. So he’s wel- 
come here, and we’re glad to have the whole 
team with us. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The exchange began at 5:05 p.m. at 
the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel. A tape was 
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not available for verification of the content 
of this exchange. 


Remarks at the State Dinner for 
Drug Summit Participants in San 
Antonio 


February 26, 1992 


Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen: Bar- 
bara and I are honored to have you join us 
here tonight. It is a particular pleasure to 
welcome to the United States our good 
friends and our neighbors from Mexico, Co- 
lombia, Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, and Ven- 
ezuela. I am delighted that we’ve gathered 
in my home State, Secretary Baker’s home 
State of Texas, with the Governor here, the 
mayor of this city here, in this gracious city 
of San Antonio. For centuries. San Antonio 
has stood as an important cultural crossroads 
of the Americas. 


We meet at a time of great hope for all 
the people of the Americas. In almost every 
nation in the hemisphere, people enjoy self- 
government and respect F ato. rights. 
We're making steady progress to improve our 
people’s quality of life through more open 
trade and investment, by creating more jobs. 
That’s why I am committed more strongly 
than ever to completing the North American 
free trade agreement linking the economies 
of Mexico, Canada, and the United States. 
And building upon that, we will realize the 
vision I call the Enterprise for the Americas 
Initiative for robust trade and investment 
from the Arctic Ocean to the Straits of Ma- 


gellan. 


During our meetings this week in San An- 
tonio, we will refine and intensify our com- 
mon efforts against the menace of drugs. 
Each of our nations is making progress. Bo- 
livia has successfully intensified its law en- 
forcement efforts against cocaine traffickers. 
Peru has taken important steps to control air- 
strips used by traffickers to move cocaine to 
Colombia. Ecuador is moving against money 
launderers and traffickers on its territory. Co- 
lombia has jailed some of its most violent 
drug traffickers and is seizing record quan- 
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tities of drugs. Venezuela is clamping down 
on those attempting to use its territory to ship 
drugs to Europe and America. Mexico has 
reduced cultivation of both opium poppies 
and marijuana by unprecedented amounts 
while seizing record amounts of cocaine 
through Operation Halcon. 


For each of our nations, the battle against 
drugs is truly a war. The ultimate stakes are 
the same: The minds, bodies, and the souls 
of our young people, so many of whom have 
been hurt or destroyed by the violent world 
of the drug dealers. In the United States, 
we're stepping up treatment, prevention, and 
research programs, and we’re toughening our 
prosecution and punishment of drug king- 
pins. 

We're seeing results on the demand side 
as well. In the United States over the past 
6 years, we've reduced the number of regular 
users of cocaine by two-thirds. Adolescent 
use of all types of illegal drugs is down. The 
number of high school seniors using illegal 
drugs is the lowest since we began measuring 
their drug use. 


We must do more. Drug abuse and drug 
violence, particularly in our inner cities, 
threaten to destroy our children and every- 
thing else we hold dear. At risk is the civiliza- 
tion we share, our common inheritance, and 
our common future. 


So, let us renew our resolve. Let us 
strengthen our commitment to guarantee all 
people drug-free communities. And as we 
work to advance the quality of life in our 
hemisphere in so many ways, let us win a 
lasting victory in the war against drugs. 


And once again, a warm welcome to San 
Antonio, Texas. And may God bless you and 
all the people of the Americas. And may | 
raise a glass in honor of our distinguished 
guests and the important mission that all of 
us share. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:01 p.m. at 
the Majestic Theater. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 
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Proclamation 6406—American Red 
Cross Month, 1992 


February 26, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Since its founding in 1881, the American 
Red Cross has earned the respect and trust 
of millions of people around the world— 
many of whom have benefitted directly from 
its outstanding humanitarian programs. This 
month, we salute and thank the more than 
1,000,000 volunteers and 23,000 staff mem- 
bers who conduct the life-saving work of to- 
day’s Red Cross. 

In addition to offering valuable health and 
safety information to the public, the Amer- 
ican Red Cross has long brought vital aid and 
services to victims of natural disasters and 
other emergencies, to persons in need of 
blood, and to members of the Armed Forces. 
The past year was extraordinarily eventful by 
any standard, and we owe a special debt to 
the members of the Red Cross, who rose to 
the challenges it presented. 

One of the most significant events of 1991, 
of course, was the war in the Persian Gulf, 
and members of the American Red Cross 
were there. At the outset of Operation 
Desert Storm, the Red Cross shipped 10,000 
pints of blood to the Gulf. As our troops 
fought to liberate Kuwait and repel Iraqi ag- 
gression, Red Cross workers provided them 
with an important link to their families, relay- 
ing emergency messages from home. In the 
United States, Red Cross staff and volunteers 
helped to counsel spouses, established sup- 
port groups, and provided emergency loans 
and grants to ease the burden of separation 
on military families. 

In keeping with its commitment to serving 
people in need without regard to race, creed, 
or national origin, the Red Cross remained 
in the region to assist refugees and other per- 
sons affected by the war. In Kuwait a 50- 
member medical team recruited by the Red 
Cross delivered emergency care for hun- 
dreds of patients in a war-ravaged hospital. 
Team members also operated a camp on the 
Iraq-Kuwait border providing refuge and 
medical care for tens of thousands of men, 
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women, and children driven or fleeing from 
their homes. 

Despite the demands of its overseas oper- 
ations in 1991, the American Red Cross con- 
tinued to maintain a high level of activity at 
home. During a year that saw an unprece- 
dented series of tornadoes, floods, and other 
natural disasters, thousands of Red Cross 
workers operated shelters, served meals, and 
provided financial assistance to individuals 
and families in need. On average, the Red 
Cross helps victims of about 55,000 disas- 
ters—from house fires to hurricanes—each 
year. 

During the past year, the Red Cross con- 
tinued its health and safety programs, train- 
ing thousands of Americans in first aid, 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), and 
water safety. Red Cross workers also contin- 
ued to collect, process, and distribute more 
than half of our Nation’s blood supply—some 
6,000,000 units—thereby ensuring countless 
Americans of life-saving transfusions. 

Because so many people place their trust 
in the American Red Cross, the Red Cross 
is working to ensure that it will always meet 
the highest standards of performance and ac- 
countability. For example, it has launched a 
far-reaching modernization of its blood serv- 
ices programs to produce a state-of-the-art 
operation to meet the challenge of 21st cen- 
tury medicine. This month, as we recognize 
the outstanding contributions of Red Cross 
volunteers and staff, we also thank them for 
their commitment to even greater accom- 
plishments in the future 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America and 
Honorary Chairman of the American Na- 
tional Red Cross, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, do hereby proclaim the 
month of March 1992 as American Red 
Cross Month. I urge all Americans to con- 
tinue their generous support of the work of 
the American Red Cross and its local chap- 
ters. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-two, and of the Independence of 
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the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 
9:16 a.m., February 27, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on February 28. 


Nomination of Joseph Gerard 
Sullivan To Be United States 
Ambassador to Nicaragua 


February 26, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Joseph Gerard Sullivan, of 
Virginia, a career member of the Senior For- 
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Nicaragua. He would suc- 
ceed Harry W. Shlaudeman. 


Mr. Sullivan has served as Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary of State for Inter-American Af- 
fairs at the U.S. Department of State in 
Washington, DC, 1989-1991. Prior to this, 
he served as Director of the Office of Central 
American Affairs at the U.S. Department of 
State, 1988-1989. Mr. Sullivan served at the 
U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel, as political 
counselor, 1987-1988; and as a political offi- 
cer, 1984-1987. 


Mr. Sullivan graduated from Tufts Univer- 
sity (B.A., 1966) and Georgetown University 
(M.A., 1969). He was born August 9, 1944, 
in Boston, MA. Mr. Sullivan resides in 
Oakton, VA. 


Memorandum on Counternarcotics 
Assistance for Mexico 


February 26, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-17 
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Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense 


Subject: Drawdown from Department of 
Defense Stocks for Counternarcotics 
Assistance for Mexico 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 506(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 
2318(a)(2) (the “Act”), I hereby determine 
that it is in the national interest of the United 
States to draw down defense articles from 
the stocks of the Department of Defense and 
defense services of the Department of De- 
fense for the purpose of providing 


counternarcotics assistance to Mexico. 


Therefore, I hereby direct the drawdown 
of up to $26 million of such defense articles 
from the stocks of the Department of De- 
fense and defense services of the Depart- 
ment of Defense, for the purposes and under 
the authorities of Chapter 8 of Part I of the 
Act. 


The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to report this determination to the 
Congress and to arrange for its publication 
in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Note: This memorandum was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 27. 


Exchange With Reporters in San 
Antonio 


February 27, 1992 


Q. Mr. President, did you make any break- 
throughs on free trade this morning? 


The President. No. We had good discus- 
sions on that with the President of Mexico. 
And we just reassured him that we want an 
agreement, a good agreement as soon as pos- 
sible. No politics, no nothing is going to stand 
in the way of our doing what is right and 
what is best for the American people. And 
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what’s best is to get a fair trade—free trade 
agreement through as soon as possible. 

Q. Do you think there will be one this 
year, Mr. President? 

The President. Well, we're hoping so, yes. 


Note: The exchange began at 8:42 a.m. at 
the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of this exchange. 


Text of Remarks at the Opening 
Session of the Drug Summit in San 
Antonio 


February 27, 1992 


It is a great honor and pleasure to call to 
order an historic meeting, in a historic city, 
in a historic State, my home State of Texas. 
We are all here to make this San Antonio 
drug summit as successful as the first summit 
called by President Barco 2 years ago in 
beautiful, heroic Cartagena. It is fitting to 
begin this meeting with a warm tribute to 
the great, visionary man who first brought 
us together on this issue, Virgilio Barco. 

In Cartagena, as President Paz Zamora, 
who is also here today, will recall, we faced 
a daunting, unprecedented, some thought 
hopeless, challe snge: How to unite against the 
scourge of drugs, violence, and corruption 
that was undermining our democratic soci- 
eties, our institutions, our economies, and 
our environment. 

That meeting gave birth to a new alliance 
to strengthen our democracies by attacking 
the drug trafficking and consumption with 
greater resolve than ever before. Cartagena 
was when we stopped the finger-pointing and 
committed ourselves to cooperation, when 
we recognized that drugs are an international 
plague caused by both consumer and sup- 
plier. 

Two years later the situation has markedly 
improved. We are facing the challenge. We 
are united. We are resolute. We are prevail- 
ing. We are now seven, not four. We wel- 
come to this group Mexico, Venezuela, and 
Ecuador, all of whom have shown firm lead- 
ership and courage in this struggle. Others 
in the Americas and Europe are with us, see- 
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ing the threat more clearly. Progress is being 
made. We have courageously faced those 
who would subvert our societies, break our 
laws, and kill thousands of innocents. Top 
traffickers are dead or jailed. Record levels 
of cocaine and other drugs have been seized. 
Cultivation has leveled off. Interdiction is up 
worldwide. We have cracked down on drug 
users. Consumption is declining as our peo- 
ple increasingly reject drugs, especially our 
youth. Our judicial institutions are stronger, 
better able to meet the challenge. Our efforts 
against money laundering, chemical diver- 
sion, and illegal arms exports are improving. 

But, we are here today because the job 
is not yet done. We have not yet won this 
fight. It is time to assess our accomplish- 
ments and our plans, to learn from the past 
and look to the future. Let me mention what 
seems to me to be some priority areas. 

First and foremost, we must reduce de- 
mand. All else will fail if we do not do that. 
I know that task falls heaviest on the United 
States, and we have made a good beginning. 
Since I came to office, there has been a 35- 
percent decrease in current cocaine users, 
and 27 percent fewer young people are using 
drugs. 

Second, we must continue the economic 
reform, economic assistance, debt, trade, and 
investment measures which are so important 
to our antinarcotics programs. The United 
States wants alternative development to suc- 
ceed. I am sure Peruvian and Bolivian peas- 
ants will stop growing illegal coca if there 
is an alternative besides starvation. The stick 
of law enforcement must have a carrot, an 
offer of viable economic alternatives for poor 
peasants. 

Third, we must continue and enhance our 
effectiveness in eradication, interdiction, and 
law enforcement that have been so critical 
to our success thus far. Just as demand reduc- 
tion will lower supply, so also supply reduc- 
tion will lessen demand. We have laid this 
out in the “Strategy for Action” that is part 
of our declaration. We must make it happen. 

Fourth, we must look carefully and imagi- 
natively at what might be called nonviolent 
law enforcement measures. We _ must 
strengthen and harmonize our laws on 
money laundering, arms, exports, chemical 
controls, asset seizure, and in other areas. It 
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is here that the long arm of the law can frac- 
ture the power of the traffickers. The 
antiracketeering laws in the United States 
have proven to be one of the strongest meas- 
ures we have developed in recent years. 

Fifth, our judicial systems need our atten- 
tion. Many of us have underway legal reforms 
so that we can handle criminal cases faster, 
more securely, and more effectively. These 
are important and should proceed. We must 
also cooperate by sharing information about 
traffickers and their crimes so they can be 
brought to justice. 

Sixth, our cooperation has developed in 
the past 2 years, and I welcome that. We 
oa to keep in close touch so that we can 
coordinate strategy and understand each oth- 
ers’ perspectives and needs. That makes the 
high-level follow-on meeting very important. 
It will be the first review of how our “Strate- 
gies for Action” are progressing. We also 
must enlist the cooperation of the Europeans 
and Asians. To do that we should send a dele- 
gation to those countries to talk to their lead- 
ers. 

Seventh, heroin production is a worrisome 
problem which Mexico and Colombia are 
moving against with some success. This is a 
sign the traffickers believe the cocaine trade 
is declining. We cannot ignore this new 
threat, or we risk a surprise in the future. 

Eighth, we must do a better job educating 
our press and our publics about our progress. 
In the United States, for example, we are 
seeing a downturn in demand that was pur- 
chased at great cost in money and effort. An- 
other example is the story of the drop in cul- 
tivation in the Chapare in Bolivia. 

Ninth, as we take up the struggle within 
our own countries with renewed vigor, we 
must bear in mind that our efforts transcend 
borders. We must respect sovereignty, or our 
cooperation will not be sustained. But as sov- 
ereign states, we can agree to cooperate 
against the traffickers who trample on the 
sovereignty. If we do not work together, the 
traffickers will destroy us separately. 

Finally, one more note of great impor- 
tance. Everything we do must conform to our 
democratic principles. None of us wants a 
drug-free dictatorship. We must protect the 
human and civil rights of our citizens. We 
are all committed to defending democracy 
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and its principles as we defeat the scourge 
of drugs. 


Note: The text was issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary. The text referred to 
Virgilio Barco, former President of Colombia. 


The President’s News Conference 
With the Drug Summit Participants 
in San Antonio 


February 27, 1992 


President Bush. As the President of the 
host country, I will give a brief statement, 
and then we will respond under the plan for 
responding to questions. 

First, let me just say that it has been a 
privilege and a pleasure to welcome six 
strong democratic leaders to San Antonio: 
President Gaviria of Colombia, President 
Fujimori of Peru, President Paz Zamora of 
Bolivia, President Borja of Ecuador, Presi- 
dent Salinas of Mexico, and then Foreign 
Minister Duran of Venezuela. 

The United States is indeed fortunate to 
have these leaders as allies in a cooperative 
fight against drugs. And this cooperative ven- 
ture is reflected as well in the cooperation 
that permeates our bilateral relationships, for 
example, the recent agreement between 
Peru and Bolivia on access to the sea, a won- 
derful agreement; growing rapport between 
Ecuador and Peru, another good sign. 

Drug traffickers corrupt our young people. 
They bring violence to our democracies and 
destroy our hemisphere’s natural environ- 
ment. This is a new kind of transnational 
enemy, well-financed, ruthless, well-orga- 
nized, and well-armed, a foe who respects 
no nation’s sovereignty or borders. The strug- 
gle to defeat the narco-traffickers requires 
cooperation, commitment, and it will not be 
won overnight. But make no mistake, defeat 
the traffickers we will. 

Two years ago at Cartagena we formed a 
regional alliance with Peru, Bolivia, and Co- 
lombia to confront the narco-trafficking car- 
tels. Today three new allies joined us, Mex- 
ico, Ecuador, and Venezuela. In the past 2 
years we've made significant progress. First 
and most importantly, today in the United 
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States there are one million fewer cocaine 
users and two million fewer marijuana users 
today than in 1988. Drug use among our 
young people is down 25 percent, a very good 
sign for the future. 

And second, the so-called kings of cocaine, 
the leaders of the Medellin cartel, are now 
in prison or in their graves. And also, last 
year, 203 tons of cocaine were seized in Latin 
America, a dramatic increase. We’ve shown 
law enforcement can work in the drug fight. 

Third, we are making progress in creating 
economic alternatives to the coca trade. 
Farmers who once grew coca in Bolivia are 
exporting pineapples and bananas. Peru’s 
economy is beginning to grow again, and the 
Andean States will expand trade with the 
United States under this new Andean trade 
preference initiative that I signed into law 
last December. We will expand our economic 
development efforts so that people in the 
coca growing regions can earn a livelihood 
growing legal crops. And I hope the U.S. 
Congress will do its part by fully funding my 
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative. 

Let me highlight the most important ele- 
ments of this joint declaration that is about 
to be issued, if it hasn’t already been passed 
out. One, drug control and strengthening the 
administration of justice, includes programs 
to interdict trafficker aircraft in the air and 
on the ground, to control essential chemicals 
and money laundering, and to increase judi- 
cial cooperation. 

Number two, economic and_ financial 
areas, focuses on investment, trade, debt, al- 
ternative development, and for the first time, 
the environmental destruction that is caused 
by drug trafficking. 

And three, prevention and demand reduc- 
tion, a critical area, involves programs for 
prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation, sci- 
entific research and training. 

We agree that the laws of all signatory 
countries will criminalize all activities that 
permit the laundering of drug money. And 
we will exchange more financial information 
to investigate and to prosecute money 
launderers and seize their illegal profits. We 
will negotiate agreements that allow our 
countries to share the assets that we seize 
from the drug traffickers. And finally, we will 
deny traffickers the chemicals they need to 
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produce their deadly drugs. We will regulate 
sales of chemicals. We will press producing 
nations to adopt strong controls. And we will 
increase our own enforcement. 

We call upon other nations in the Ameri- 
cas, in Europe, and in Asia, as well as inter- 
national organizations and financial institu- 
tions, to cooperate and to participate. To con- 
tinue our efforts, we’re going to hold a high- 
level follow-on meeting annually to review 
progress and plan for the future. 

The declaration of San Antonio, building 
on the declaration of Cartagena, establishes 
an aggressive agenda for the rest of the cen- 
tury. We believe it will be an important mile- 
stone in the struggle against drug use and 
drug trafficking. We believe it will contribute 
to democracy and economic stability in the 
Americas. 

It’s been a great pleasure to have these 
leaders here. And may I take this opportunity 
to thank our hosts in San Antonio, in the mu- 
seum, in the theater, and all across this great 
city; the mayor and the other leaders of this 
community that have made all of us feel so 
at home in wonderful San Antonio. 

And now I understand that Marlin has in- 
dicated, so I guess we just go. Chris [Chris 
Connell, Associated Press], do you want to 
go first, sir? 


Tax Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, while you attending the 
summit, the House voted down your recov- 
ery program, passed the Democrats’ tax bill 
with Republican support. You've lost a third 
of the GOP votes in the first two primaries. 
How do you plan to resurrect your recovery 
plan, and how will you shore up your stand- 
ing with American voters? 

President Bush. Well, let’s hope that the 
Senate is a little more—a little wiser than 
the House. The American people want stim- 
ulation to our economy. They're unhappy 
with the economy, and that affects all politi- 
cians. I have won all three efforts so far, 
Maine and New Hampshire and South Da- 
kota, and I will win this nomination. 

But this is an international drug meeting; 
it has very little to do with the primary sys- 
tem. But I think something that does have 
something to do with what we are able to 
do is the American economy. And I would 
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just ask the United States Senate now to cor- 
rect the tax-and-spend policies of the House 
of Representatives that went in almost on 
straight party lines. It was a predictable, sad, 
sorry performance, when I said, “Let’s set 
politics aside, go for these specific growth ini- 
tiatives, and then get on with all of this poli- 
tics later on.” But the House decided not 
to do that, and so I will just go forward and 
urge the Senate to take better action. But 
I am not going to sign a bill like the one 
that came out of the House. It won’t become 
law. I won't sign it. But secondly, the next 
hurdle is the Senate, and I don’t believe the 
Senate will go for the same kind of legisla- 
tion. 


War on Drugs 


Q. Mr. President, following up on the drug 
summit, you say that occasional drug use of 
cocaine is down by a million. Hardcore use 
hasn’t changed at all, and drugs are still pour- 
ing into this country. 

President Bush. | think the progress— 
we ve said 

Q. If I can just say, how will this summit 
make any difference to that? 

President Bush. Well, the summit will 
make a difference to that because we talked 
about, at lunch, the difference between the 
spirit of Cartagena and the spirit of San Anto- 
nio. One, we have more countries involved; 
secondly, there is a new optimism. A lot of 
the talk was about the progress made by Co- 
lombia in jailing some of these criminal ele- 
ments. The spirit of cooperation in terms of 
judicial reform and in terms of the ap- 
proaches that I mentioned in this declaration 
was outstanding. 

You don’t solve it overnight. When I say 
young people in this country are using drugs 
substantially less, down by 60 percent, that 
is very encouraging to every family in this 
country. But yes, problems still remain here, 
and the demand in this country has inflicted 
serious problems on the economies of the 
countries represented by these Presidents 
here. 

So the purpose of this meeting is to maxi- 
mize cooperation, and I think each leader— 
and they can speak to it themselves—will 
agree that that’s exactly what happened as 
a result of our discussions here. Now we go 
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on to the next challenge, and that is making 
more headway on interdiction, making more 
headway on reduction of demand. 

Now, I believe from Ecuador, the sec- 
ond—he’s plugged into a different star there. 


Andean Economic Development 


Q. Television Bolivia. This is a question 
for the President of the United States. We 
have the impression that the U.S. position 
is much more emphatic in the sense of inter- 
diction than for alternative development. In 
the case of Bolivia and Peru, this is a very 
delicate subject. And the Peruvian position 
indicated that Peru produces 60 percent of 
the coca used for producing cocaine later, 
whereas the United States only invests 5 per- 
cent of the antidrug budget in programs for 
these countries, in this case, Peru. Why is 
it that the United States continues to insist 
so strongly on the case of interdiction, and 
it has to be the pressure of the Andean coun- 
tries that attempt to balance this situation 
through alternative development? 

President Bush. One of the themes that 
I heard here today was trade, the importance 
of trade. And one of the things we've tried 
to do in the United States is facilitate trade 
with these Andean countries. Therein lies a 
lot of the answer. 

We did have a good discussion here about 
interdiction, and we did have a good discus- 
sion about alternative crops. And I think it 
is for us to assign our own budgetary prior- 
ities, but I'll tell you one thing that I learned 
out of this is the need to work more coopera- 
tively in alternative cropping. 

So I'll just leave it very generally there, 
but we are doing our level best. And every- 
body knows that these are not easy financial 
times for the United States. Spending is up 
tremendously in terms of our efforts, and I 
think there’s more we can do to be of assist- 
ance on alternative cropping. And we had 
some good suggestions here today from the 
leaders. 

So we will do our level best, and we will 
continue to listen to those who say the best 
answer to the economies down there and to 
giving hope to the peasants who are locked 
into the coca growing is expanded trade in 
other areas. And so, we'll keep trying. 
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Mexico-U.S. Cooperation 


Q. Mr. President, I am from Mexico, from 
the Herald in Mexico. 

President Bush. I know, but who do you 
want to ask the question to? I’m over my 
quota already, but go ahead. 

Q. I wanted to ask this of the President 
of the United States and of the President of 
Mexico. Mr. President, don’t you think that 
the certification statement cide by the Unit- 
ed States is a way of having intervention in 
another country, because nobody is carrying 
out certification of consumption in the U.S.? 
Secondly, what guarantee do we have that 
the sovereignty of Mexico will not be in- 
fringed upon the fight against drugs, as in 
the case we had in—[inaudible]. And third, 
I would like to have your impressions of this 
morning’s breakfast. How about the NAFTA 
and your commitment made last night to get 
NAFTA, to bring forward the North Amer- 
ican free trade agreement and sending it on 
to Congress? 

President Bush. Is the last question for 
me or for President Salinas? 

Q. The question is for you and President 
Salinas. 

President Bush. | just wanted to be sure. 

The guarantee about our overstepping the 
bounds of the sovereignty of Mexico is two- 
fold: One, I wouldn’t permit that to happen; 
and secondly, Mexico has a very strong, re- 
spected President who would not permit that 
to happen. So there is no danger. The rela- 
tionship between Mexico and the United 
States has never been better. And it is built 
on mutual respect and respect for each oth- 
er's sovereignty. 

What was the first part of your question? 
I’m sorry, I wrote down interdiction, but I’m 
not sure that 

Q. Certification that the United States car- 
ries out annually on the progress made, be- 
cause nobody is doing the same thing to the 
United States. 

President Bush. Well, we try to level with 
our partners here on the progress or lack of 
progress we’re making in every area. We pre- 
sented to the leaders here today a thorough 
presentation as to the progress that we’re 
making on the demand. It is very important 
that these leaders know that we are trying 
on the demand side. 
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I don’t know that it has a meat stamp of 
certification, but these figures will be looked 
at and reviewed by the United States Con- 
gress. And I wna be open for any sugges- 
tions that President Salinas would make if 
he feels he needs more information. But the 
relationship is so cooperative now in this field 
that I haven’t heard any requests for more 
certification from the United States. 

In terms of the free trade agreement, I 
will simply say what I said this morning: We 
want it done. We are not going to be dis- 
suaded by political pressures in the United 
States. I remain convinced that a good 
NAFTA agreement is in the interest of the 
worker and of everybody in my country. And 
I believe President Salinas is convinced it is 
in the interest of the Mexican people as well. 
And already the very negotiations that we're 
having are leading to agreements, such as our 
recent environmental agreement on the bor- 
der. So there’s nothing but cooperation here. 
There’s some problems that remain in bring- 
ing this to conclusion, but we both agreed 
today that we would press our able nego- 
tiators to get this agreement closed as euilty 
as possible. 

And to those in Mexico who listened to 
some of the peculiar reporting that flows 
across the border on politics, please let me 
reassure them that we will press for an agree- 
ment. If we get an agreement, we're not 
going to hang back because of some special 
interest that may be making a lot of noise 
as to whether this is in the interest of the 
United States or not. It is in the United 
States’. We won’t take to the Congress a bad 
agreement. And when we get a good one, 
I’m confident that it will be ratified. So, we 
will push forward on that. 

Now, please, Mr. President. 

President Salinas. The responsibility of 
the fight against drugs in Mexico will be left 
exclusively in the hands of Mexicans. It is 
our responsibility. Therefore, there will be 
no hot pursuit and no other modality that 
will go against what I have just stated. We 
are going to strengthen and reinforce our 
fight against drugs because it is in our own 
interest. It is in the interest and for the bene- 
fit of all Mexicans to fight decisively, frankly, 
and openly drug traffickers because they go 
against the health of our families. They affect 
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the health of our families, of our relatives. 
And they also have the money to corrupt any- 
where and in any country. Therefore, we are 
going to continue waging this war against 
drug traffickers. 

And you have there the results and the 
evidence. Last year we increased seizure of 
cocaine, 50 tons of pure cocaine seized in 
one single year with an equivalent value, 
street value, of twice as much the total exter- 
nal debt of Mexico. And at the same time 
we had the highest rates of eradication, the 
highest levels of eradication in the world in 
1990 and 1991 to destroy marijuana and 
poppy crops. We are going to strengthen this 
because even though a lot of progress has 
been made, we have to continue waging a 
war energetically. 

And at the same time we are convinced 
in Mexico that no country on its own is going 
to defeat drug traffickers. Therefore inter- 
national cooperation is ever more important. 
Since we're going to intensify our domestic 
action, we are also going to strengthen inter- 
national cooperation with dialog, through 
communication, through the level of commu- 
nication and dialog that was attained at this 
meeting. 

And finally, on the free trade agreement, 
negotiations are going well, very well. 

President Bush. | think we'll finish this, 
and then we'll try to get you in the next 
round, sir, if that’s agreeable. 


Money Laundering 


Q. My question is, are any possibilities that 
the United States, within the framework of 
this agreement, will lift the bank reserve to 
investigate drug traffickers at the request of 
Latin American countries which may ask for 
that in order to investigate cases of money 
laundering? 

President Bush. I’m embarrassed to say 
I don’t quite know how to answer your ques- 
tion. We did have a good discussion of money 
laundering and pledged total cooperation. 
But beyond that, I’m just not sure of the 
technical aspects of that question. 

Q. Within the strategies put forth at this 
meeting, did any initiative arise to lift that 
bank security act? 

President Bush. There was no discussion 
of that. There was a lot of discussion of maxi- 
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mizing cooperation on money laundering. 
But the technical part was not raised with 
me. Now, maybe it came up in the working 


groups. 
Andean Economic Development 


Q. I am from Peru, and my question is 
for President George Bush. The optimistic 
tone that you express when speaking of the 
reduction of consumption of various drugs 
in the U.S., up to 25 percent. Unfortunately 
I think that this is not shared by the produc- 
ing countries, and they cannot say the same 
thing as far as results are concerned because 
there is a very wide gap. 

While the United States invests billions of 
dollars on the drug war within the United 
States, it only devotes a small amount to Peru 
for alternative development to combat drugs, 
et cetera. How can you explain this, Mr. 
President? Can’t you offer anything better 
now? Do you plan to do something in the 
future? If you have the security of being re- 
elected, what will economic cooperation be 
like, and what assistance are you going to give 
to Peru and Bolivia who need help in alter- 
native development? 

President Bush. | think it’s fair to say that 
the responsibility of the President of the 
United States first is the people in the United 
States. I mean, I don’t want to be here under 
any false colors. We are spending a consider- 
able amount of money. Drug spending over- 
all, antinarcotic spending in one way or an- 
other, is up tremendously, I think, close to 
100 percent, 60-some percent since I’ve been 
President. So, I would say I have to look at 
it that way. I hope it’s not overly selfish. 

We do have very strong aid programs and, 
hopefully, antinarcotics programs that are ef- 
fective with Peru. We are dealing, and I think 
most people here that know our economy 
would tell you, at a time of rather sparse re- 
sources. We are operating at enormous defi- 
cits that concern the American people enor- 
mously. I mean, they are really concerned 
about the size of the deficit. So we don’t have 
all the money to spend on all the programs 
that we think are worthwhile and that we 
would like to spend it on. 

I am determined to do everything I can 
in terms of setting priorities to help Peru, 
to help Bolivia with this alternate cropping 
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and also with their own economies. And I 
think we’ve got a fairly, maybe some there 
wouldn’t think generous, but a fairly gener- 
ous allocation of funds in terms of our overall 
expenditures to these countries. And I expect 
that others wish there were more. 

I’ve had a very frank discussion with the 
President of Peru who was working hard and 
has made some wonderful financial changes 
in that country. Progress has been rather dra- 
matic. And there’s no question that he could 
use more funds, and we respect that. But 
I have to tell him, and I have to set the prior- 
ities, and I have to say, this is what we think 
we can do right now. So that’s the way I’d 
explain it. 

Having said that, I don’t want to end on 
a negative note because I think the general 
feeling at this meeting was one of great co- 
operation and understanding and frankness. 
“Say, lay it out there; what do you think you 
ought to have? You tell us whether we're co- 
operating with your judicial system.” And 
they tell us. And that’s the way it’s got to 
be. It is a two-way street. And I think that 
you can’t put a price tag on it, but that was 
one of the things that I found the most pro- 
ductive out of this summit. 

Does anybody want to ask anybody else 
a question, because this—I’ll take this row, 
and then everybody else has to ask someone 
else a question. I thought each one was to 
get two. Go ahead. I don’t want to censor 
the press, though. I’ve learned {laugh- 
ter). 


Venezuela-U.S. Relations 


Q. My question is for President Bush. [In- 
audible|\—Venezuela has been unfairly ex- 
cluded from tariff benefits which have been 
granted to other countries. What specific 
economic measures is your Government 
planning to take to correct this? 

President Bush. Well, we did not discuss 
today bilateral difficulties for the most part. 
That subject was not raised by the Ven- 
ezuelan Foreign Minister who was here. And 
I just can’t give you an answer to it as to 
how we’re going to treat it in the future. 

Having said that, let me just simply express 
my determination to give full support to Ven- 
ezuela. We think of Carlos Andrés Pérez, 
frankly, as one of the great democrats in this 
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hemisphere, a man who has stood for democ- 
racy. And they are having some difficult eco- 
nomic times. And so in a very general sense 
I say I would like the United States to be 
as cooperative as possible with Venezuela. It 
is essential that this relationship, which I con- 
sider good, grow and be even better. But I 
want to keep it on a very general basis. 

Now—oh, you've got one for—you’re not 
from the foreign press corps. You don’t 
look 

Q. We get two questions. 

President Bush. Oh, you do? You're the 
second American? All right, we’re working 
down this row. This gentleman, and then 
you re next, okay? Is that fair? 

Where’s Marlin to do all this? 


Peru 


Q. My question is for the President of 
Peru. Yesterday you, Mr. Fujimori, were very 
clear in indicating that U.S. aid in the fight 
against drugs, especially in Peru, has not 
been sufficient. Peru is not asking for money 
to solve its problem, but rather to solve the 
problem of drugs which affects the popu- 
lation of the entire world. 

You said that you will not accept a time- 
table as long as there is no financing for that 
schedule. We cannot speak of objectives un- 
less we speak of financing first. Are you satis- 
fied with the results of the summit meeting? 
Are you satisfied with the figures? Are you 
willing to accept a schedule or a timetable? 

President Fujimori. Precisely I have 
made comments to this effect regarding the 
drug traffic in Peru. And that is how—re- 
garding financing for the reduction of this 
activity in Peru, there have been serious 
problems. Perhaps not so much regarding 
the amounts which the U.S. Government has 
generously allocated to us, but above all be- 
cause of the long time it has taken and the 
cuts there have been for reasons set forth 
by congressional committees to the effect 
that there are violations of human rights in 
my country, according to them, or because 
of the activity of the armed forces. 

Therefore, that long time that it has taken 
to make these disbursements has led to the 
problems. Although these disbursements 
cannot cover all the areas of the fight against 
drug trafficking, when there is a reduction, 
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when there are cutbacks, this generates even 
more problems. 

Today we did not speak of timetables, spe- 
cific schedules establishing dates and dead- 
lines. But I think that in that sense there is 
agreement among all the countries and 
among the Presidents for this reduction in 
drug traffic to be carried out as soon as pos- 
sible. But obviously, we all understand that 
this is related to the size of financial support 
in every sense and the tools that every coun- 
try has within its sphere of problems. That 
is why this is the position reflected in the 
declaration which has been signed today. 

Up to now there has been great emphasis 
made on the subject of interdiction, and this 
is one of the concerns for producing coun- 
tries, above all for those which, like Peru, 
have a high number of farmers and peasants 
working in the drug traffic. 

But today, too, similar emphasis has been 
placed on alternative development. Inter- 
national cooperation and specifically that of 
the United States and President Bush par- 
ticularly, I think, is extremely important. Al- 
ternative development which will allow us to 
have the support of 250,000 farmer peasants 
as allies, not as enemies, and this will allow 
us to fight much more intensively. 

The bilateral agreement that we have 
signed with the United States precisely 
points in that direction. And that agreement 
now stands, and fortunately, we have the full 
support of President Bush. And I am sure 
that along the path of such development we 
will be able to achieve important results. 

President Bush. May | say to Marlin— 
desperately finding two questions—but four 
of the leaders have not had questions. So I 
would like to address questions, one each, 
to the remaining four leaders here. And then, 
since the departures are scheduled very 
tightly, we’re going to have to conclude this 
press conference. 

Local question to one of these four. Yes, 
do you have a question to the Colombian 
President? 


Colombian Judicial Action 
Q. There is a very controversial issue that 


has been talked about very loudly during the 
San Antonio summit, and that is your govern- 
ment has been very lenient and has come 
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up with treaties with the narco-traffickers. If 
they give themselves up, they get a very le- 
nient sentence. What kind of example are 
you setting for these people that are involved 
in this business? 

President Gaviria. You can be sure the 
men who have submitted to justice, which 
were the leaders of the Medellin cartel, are 
going to have stiff sentences. 1 mean, there 
are some worries in the media about the sen- 
tences they will get, but we have the commit- 
ment with the international community. We 
have a new judicial system. We have trans- 
formed the judicial system, fortified, and we 
have received a lot of judicial cooperation 
from many countries, including the United 
States. And we are building strong cases 
against the narco-traffickers, and we can be 
sure that these men will get sentences that 
are proportionate to the kind of criminal ac- 
tivity they developed before they were sub- 
mitted to the Colombian judicial system. 

President Bush. This is for one of the 
three remainders, please. 

Q. Actually, it’s to you, President Bush. 
The question I have to ask is, over the 
last 

President Bush. Well thank you, I’m not 
going to take any more questions. I just told 
you. You didn’t understand it. 

Q. Well, over the last few days 

President Bush. Yes, this lady over here. 
Yes, please. I’m very sorry. You’re dealing 
with somebody who has made up his mind. 
And we're trying to be courteous to every- 
body here. Now, if you have a question for 
one of the other three, ask it. Otherwise, sit 
down. 

Q. I'll be happy to ask it to one of the 
other three; I would like for you to answer 
it as well. I’ll ask it of the President of Mex- 
ico. 

President Bush. He’s already had a ques- 
tion. Sorry. 

Q. Well, he’s only had one. 

President Bush. Okay, you go ahead. 
We're not used to this, but anyway, go ahead. 


Mexican War on Drugs 


Q. Since the Harrison Narcotics Act was 
passed in the United States, God knows at 
the beginning of this century, and since the 
United States and Mexico have cooperated 
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on drug interdiction efforts for countless 
times since then, I spent some time with nar- 
cotics agents over the last few days who made 
busts who tell us that they're tired. They 
don’t believe the war on drugs can be won. 
They consider this summit a joke, and they 
consider the Presidents cooperating in this 
summit to be a joke as well. What do you 
tell your people in the trenches, the people 
that are Kohting it every day, what do you 
give them as a morale booster to tell them 
it’s not a joke? 

President Salinas. The most important 
thing is not to have impunity, for those who 
are acting as drug traffickers to know that 
in Mexico we are going to punish them with 
all the energy as is provided for in our law; 
and also with the conviction that by punish- 
ing them we are protecting our families; and 
also by acknowledging and being very much 
aware of the risk they're involved—how 
much of their lives are at stake. Our action 
is completely determined, and we will com- 
pletely maintain it with full energy. This is 
a true war in times of peace that we have 


decided to win against drug traffickers. 


Bolivia 


Q. I want to ask the President of Bolivia 
what are his impressions about the summit 
and what are they expecting for the country. 

President Paz Zamora. What I take with 
me from this summit? I think that what part 
of the press felt that the summit might be 
before coming here, in the sense that from 
here we would have a multinational interven- 
tionist force going out, moving into our coun- 
tries, impinging on our sovereignty, I think 
has been fully cast aside by fact, by what has 
happened here. And rather, what we find 
here is a fraternal multinational effort of co- 
operation among brethren to combat the 
same evil in a fully independent way, respect- 
ing our rights and respecting our 
revindications, both individual as well as na- 
tional. 

In that sense, I want to tell you that it’s 
a summit meeting in which I was satisfied, 
for example, to hear the report that I needed 
to hear as far as reduction in consumption 
in the United States is concerned. It’s a sum- 
mit that has satisfied me in the sense that 
I have been able to statistically witness that 
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there has been a reduction in the crops of 
excess coca leaf in the area, a decrease which, 
by the way, coincides with what Bolivia has 
been able to obtain in the last 2 years, which 
is precisely 12,000 hectares. 

Moreover, I believe that in this summit, 
the ideas put forth in Cartagena are better 
defined. And today, we see more clearly how 
one thing is the cocaine-drug traffic duo, and 
the other is the coca leaf-farmer peasant duo, 
and we must never, ever confuse the two in 
our strategies. 

And finally, one impression that I want to 
give you: As always, President Bush has im- 
pressed us with his profound understanding 
of the problem. At this summit, too, I believe 
we have included concrete, practical ele- 
ments, mechanisms that did not exist at 
Cartagena. And we have specifically insisted 
on what investment should play, what role 
it should have, both public and private, but 
noting that here we are not trying to place 
a drain on the U.S. taxpayers’ pocket. We 
want to tell U.S. businessmen and industri- 
alized countries’ businessmen that we can 
contribute to this fight by investing money 
in producing countries and investing and es- 
tablishing alternative development thus for 
the farmer peasants. I think this is a very 
important step for this summit meeting. 

And something specific to conclude: We 
have all taken on the commitment, along with 
President Bush, to make an international of- 
fensive, an offensive we will carry out in Eu- 
rope, in Japan, in Canada. And we've ap- 
pointed a special group that will travel to get 
in touch with all of these countries so that 
they will also become involved in the efforts 
of Cartagena I and San Antonio II, so that 
our efforts are truly global. 


Peruvian Coca Leaf Production 


Q. Yesterday, President Fujimori, you said 
that you’re concerned that the drug war may 
be headed towards a total failure, and you 
also noted that since Cartagena, the amount 
of drugs, the supply of drugs has not been 
diminished at all. As a result of the agree- 
ments reached today, are you at all confident 
or at all assured that the drug war may turn 
around towards victory? And do you believe 
in 2 years from now that the supply of drugs 
in the world will reduce, or do you think it 
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will stay the same or even increase? Thank 
you. And if the President of Ecuador could 
comment, too, I’d appreciate it. 

President Fujimori. Today's meeting has 
been characterized by the total honesty with 
which we have faced the various subjects. 
And thus, when we spoke about reduction, 
this was studied based on statistical charts, 
for example, the subject of demand and how 
that demand in the United States had been 
reduced significantly. 

As far as supply is concerned, the produc- 
tion of coca leaf, as far as the amount of hec- 
tares is concerned, we see a reduction of ap- 
proximately 5 percent to 8 percent from 1989 
to 1991. Carrying out an even clearer analy- 
sis, this reduction is due basically to what 
has been obtained in Bolivia, 6,000 hectares. 
In other words, in Peru there has not been 
any reduction as far as the amount of hec- 
tares devoted to the cultivation of coca leaf. 
Therefore, if we speak honestly, this program 
has not been as successful in reducing the 
production of coca leaf. 

Therefore, last year Peru presented a 
project which finally was turned into a bilat- 
eral agreement to carry this out in a different 
way. Unfortunately, the resources available 
are scarce. I have stated and I insist that this 
is a global problem. It involves not only the 
countries that produce the coca leaf, the 
commercializing countries, the consuming 
countries; it involves absolutely the whole 
world. And what our financing is devoted is 
not simply for Peru. Therefore, too, we must 
point out the need for more allocations. For 
example, in the case of Peru, I’m not talking 
about allocations for the Peruvian Govern- 
ment, no. This is an allocation for the strug- 
gle against drugs which would be applied in 
the battlefield which happens to be Peru. 
This is a global war. Part of that war is being 
waged in Peru. 

Therefore, we require greater resources, 
which I am sure that the U.S. Government 
and also the governments of the international 
community will consider in its appropriate 
dimension. I insist and I repeat that we have 
had serious difficulties in this past year be- 
cause we have had those cutbacks and those 
delays in the disbursements. We hope that 
such obstacles will not be repeated. 
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Likewise, we should say that on the supply 
side, Peru specifically, as the producer of 60 
percent of coca leaf in the world and with 
the participation of 250,000 coca-producing 
farmer peasants are willing to change life- 
style. And they can do much more. Their 
contribution can be extremely noteworthy. 
And that is the potential that every govern- 
ment of the international community must 
take full advantage of. 

Therefore, I was also concerned by the al- 
locations made to the producing countries. 
I repeat, hopefully this can be improved. And 
it is also necessary, and I must say this also 
very honestly, for the good of the struggle 
against the drug war, that cases such as 
Peru’s will not be slanted exclusively towards 
interdiction, that this will not be the bias, 
that we study the problem in an integral fash- 
ion, as we are doing it with aid from the Unit- 
ed States, for example, in our air control, and 
at the same time development. 

I have criticized the activities that have 
been carried out in the last 10 years because 
this reduction has not come about. In other 
words, what we want is more integral treat- 
ment, less police treatment. I think that this 
is basic. And I think that in that we are in 
full agreement as well. 


Need for Multilateral Action 


Q. President Borja, yesterday your spokes- 
man told us that you and Ecuador do not 
have sufficient resources from the United 
States to fight drugs. Since now there are 
no specific timetables as far as money is con- 
cerned, what do you take back to your coun- 
try in concrete terms? 

President Borja. | think that it should be 
made very clear that, fortunately, Ecuador— 
I repeat, it should be made very clear that 
Ecuador is an underdeveloped country as far 
as drug trafficking is concerned. We do not 
have coca cultivation. We do not refine co- 
caine. Drugs are not part of our exports, nor 
is it part of our economy. But naturally, that 
does not excuse us from our responsibility 
of agreeing to efforts with other countries 
in fighting in a united way against this mod- 
ern scourge of drug trafficking and drug con- 
sumption, behind which there is enormous 
economic power. It is a plague that goes be- 
yond any national borders. And therefore, as 
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a response, it must receive concerted bilat- 
eral and multilateral action for that struggle 
to be successful. 

I have spoken to President Bush bilaterally 
with regard to the need to finance certain 
defensive actions, now that we have the time 
to do it, to keep my country from becoming 
a drug producer. Up to now, all our struggles 
against the drug traffic basically have been 
financed with Ecuadorean capital. But this 
financing is not sufficient. The task to be car- 
ried out is very large. In fact, people have 
spoken of a war on the drug traffic. That im- 
plies a multiplicity of battles that must be 
won in order to win the war. That requires 
a lot of money. It requires great efforts. That 
is why we are here. 

As President Salinas was saying, we are 
here to defend the things necessary for our 
countries in this battle against drugs. We 
must concert our battle against the drug traf- 
fic. And that struggle must be the result of 
an international response to a crime of inter- 
national nature. 

President Bush. May | apologize for any 
violation of the Fitzwater ground rules. I 
wasn’t able to control it quite the way I would 
like to. And I apologize to the fellow Presi- 
dents here because we had a little divergence 
there where it got a little out of the plan 
that we agreed upon. But I hope you under- 
stand. And I hope those journalists from 
abroad who were denied a question or two 
would understand, too. 

Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President’s 122d news conference 
began at 3 p.m. on the lawn of the McNay 
Art Museum. The heads of delegations and 
foreign journalists spoke in Spanish, and 
their remarks were translated by an inter- 
preter. 


Exchange With Reporters Following 
the News Conference in San Antonio 


February 27, 1992 


Q. Do you think the tooth fairy is watching 
over that tax package? 

The President. What? Something about 
a 
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Q. Tooth fairy. Watched over the Demo- 
crats’ tax package. 

Secretary Baker. Taxes? State. Treasury 
is taxes. [Laughter] 

Q. A great line, but never gotten it on the 
air. This is intense. [Laughter] But it’s really 
unsatisfactory? 

The President. Put me down as dissatis- 
fied, yes. Terrible. It’s so political and so dis- 
appointing to the American people, I think. 
But the Senate, there’s still some hope there, 
I think. But it’s better to keep trying, keep 
working, keep pressing for something that 
will help, not something that has a good polit- 
ical ring to it, necessarily. 

Q. There’s been no attempt by them at 
bipartisanship? 

The President. 1 haven’t sensed it at all. 
I think they voted in the very first minute 
to try to go politically one up. But I think 
the American people need some action. 

Q. You like to answer questions? 

The President. No, I don’t like to. She 
made me. [Laughter] The Devil made me 
do it. The Devil made me do it. [Laughter] 

Q. Are you thinking about visiting South 
America? 

The President. 1 hope I can get down 
there again. I know I will sometime. 

Q. visit Ecuador. 

The President. I’ve been there. As V.P., 
I was down there. I’ve been to Colombia sev- 
eral times. 

Q. apologize to him? 

The President. I apologized for getting 
the whole thing messed up. I don’t know 
what happened. I told them all—I mean, I’m 
afraid I know what happened. It wasn’t very 
nice, but that’s the way it is. 

Q. Mr. President, was Mr. Fujimori too 
frank? 

The President. | think you heard what he 
said in answer to his first question. Be sure 
you take a look at the text because it was 
very—quite supportive. 

Q. I need a question, please. One ques- 
tion. 

The President. | may not have the answer. 

Q. Do you have proof about the narco- 
traffic leaders? Did President Gaviria have 
proof about 

The President. Proof? 
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Q. Yes, proof against the narco-traffic 
leaders. 

The President. Oh, well, we will give full 
cooperation to the Government of Colombia 
to see that these people are brought to jus- 
tice. And I think he feels he’s getting the 
full cooperation. But it’s very important. In- 
telligence exchange, exchange of information 
is something where the United States must 
work closely with this courageous President 
who is working very hard to bring tranquility 
to his country and working very hard whee 
up these narcotic rings. And we salute him 
for what he’s done. And yes, the United 
States must provide whatever evidence we 
can to support his cases. And the whole judi- 
cial system in the United States, our Justice 
Department, must work cooperatively with 
the Government. And we are. I believe he’s 
satisfied. 

I really better run. 


Note: The exchange began at 3:50 p.m. on 
the lawn of the McNay Art Museum. 


Declaration of San Antonio 
February 27, 1992 


SAN ANTONIO DRUG SUMMIT 1992 


We, the Presidents of Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, and the United 
States of America, and the Minister of For- 
eign Relations of Venezuela, met in San An- 
tonio, Texas, on the 26th and 27th of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand nine hundred and nine- 
ty-two and issued the following 


DECLARATION OF SAN ANTONIO 


We recognize that the Cartagena Dec- 
laration, issued on February 15, 1990, by the 
Presidents of Bolivia, Colombia, Peru, and 
the United States of America, laid the foun- 
dation for the development of a com- 
prehensive and multilateral strategy to ad- 
dress the problem of illegal drugs. Those of 
us who represent the countries that met in 
Cartagena strongly reaffirm the commit- 
ments assumed at that time. Meeting now 
as representatives of seven governments, we 
express our determination to move beyond 
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the achievements of Cartagena, build upon 
the progress attained, and adapt international 
cooperation to the new challenges arising 
from worldwide changes in the drug prob- 
lem. 

We recognize that the overall problem of 
illegal drugs and related crimes represents 
a direct threat to the health and well-being 
of our peoples, to their economies, the na- 
tional security of our countries, and to har- 
mony in international relations. Drugs lead 
to violence and addiction, threaten demo- 
cratic institutions, and waste economic and 
human resources that could be used for the 
benefit of our societies. 

We applaud the progress achieved over the 
past two years in reducing cocaine produc- 
tion, in lowering demand, in reducing cul- 
tivation for illicit purposes, in carrying out 
alternative development programs, and in 
dismantling and disrupting transnational 
drug trafficking organizations and their finan- 
cial support networks. The close cooperation 
among our governments and their political 
will have led to an encouraging increasing 
in drug seizures and in the effectiveness of 
law enforcement actions. Also as a result of 
this cooperation and political will, a number 
of the principal drug lords who were actively 
engaged in the drug trade two years ago are 
in prison in several countries. Alternative de- 
velopment programs have proven to be an 
effective strategy for replacing coca cul- 
tivation in producer countries. 

Although we are encouraged by these 
achievements, we recognize that mutual co- 
operative efforts must be expanded and 
strengthened in all areas. We call on all sec- 
tors of society, notably the media, to increase 
their efforts in the anti-drug struggle. The 
role of the media is very important, and we 
urge them to intensify their valuable efforts. 
We undertake to promote, through the 
media, the values essential to a healthy soci- 
e 

In addition to the cocaine problem, we 
recognize the need to remain alert to the ex- 
pansion of the production, trafficking, and 
consumption of heroin, marijuana, and other 
drugs. We emphasize the need to exert great- 
er control over substances used in the pro- 
duction of these drugs, and to broaden con- 
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sultations on the eradication of these illegal 
crops. 

We are convinced that our anti-drug ef- 
forts must be conducted on the basis of the 
principle of shared responsibility and in a bal- 
anced manner. It is essential to confront the 
drug problem through an integrated ap- 
proach, addressing demand, cultivation for il- 
licit purposes, production, trafficking, and il- 
legal distribution networks, as well as related 
crimes, such as traffic in firearms and in es- 
sential and precursor chemicals, and mone 
laundering. In addition, our governments will 
continue to perfect strategies that include al- 
ternative development, eradication, control 
and interdiction, the strengthening of judicial 
systems, and the prevention of illicit drug 
use. 

We recognize the fundamental importance 
of strengthening judicial systems to ensure 
that effective institutions exist to bring crimi- 
nals to justice. We assume responsibility for 
strengthening judicial cooperation among 
our countries to attain these objectives. We 
reaffirm our intention to carry out these ef- 
forts in full compliance with the international 
legal framework for the protection of human 
rights. 

We reaffirm that cooperation among us 
must be carried out in accordance with our 
national laws, with full respect for the sov- 
ereignty and territorial integrity of our na- 
tions, and in strict observance of inter- 
national law. 

We recognize that the problem of illicit 
drugs is international. All countries directly 
or indirectly affected by the drug problem 
should take upon themselves clear respon- 
sibilities and actions in the anti-drug effort. 
We call on the countries of the region to 
strengthen national and international cooper- 
ative efforts and to participate actively in re- 
gional programs. We recognize that in the 
case of Peru, complicity between narco-traf- 
ficking and terrorism greatly complicates the 
anti-drug effort, threatens democratic insti- 
tutions, and undermines the viability of the 
Peruvian economy. 

We express our support for the anti-drug 
struggle being carried out by our sister na- 
tions of the Western Hemisphere, we call on 
them to increase their efforts, and we offer 
to strengthen our governments’ cooperation 
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with them through specific agreements they 
may wish to sign. We value and encourage 
regional unity in this effort. 

We note with concern the opening and ex- 
pansion of markets for illicit drugs, particu- 
larly cocaine, in Europe and Asia. We call 
upon the nations of those continents and on 
other member countries of the international 
community to strengthen, through bilateral 
or multilateral agreements, cooperation in 
the anti-drug effort in which the nations of 
the Western Hemisphere are engaged. To 
this end, we have agreed to form a high-level 
group with representatives designated by the 
signatory countries of this Declaration, to 
visit other countries of this Hemisphere, Eu- 
rope, and Japan, with the purpose of inviting 
them to participate actively in the efforts and 
cooperative strategies described in this Dec- 
laration. 

We reaffirm our solid commitment to the 
anti-drug efforts of international organiza- 
tions, notably the United Nations and the Or- 
ganization of American States. Inspired by 
the mandate of the Inter-American Commis- 
sion on the Control of Drug Abuse, we ex- 
press our full support for its programs. 

We recognize the fundamental importance 
of strong economies and innovative economic 
initiatives to the successful conduct of the 
anti-drug effort. Further progress in the 
areas of trade and investment will be essen- 
tial. We support the Enterprise for the Amer- 
icas Initiative as a means of improving eco- 
nomic conditions in the Hemisphere, and we 
are encouraged by the progress the countries 
of the region have made in restructuring 
their economies. 

We reaffirm the importance of alternative 
development in the anti-drug effort. We note 
that the victims of narco-trafficking in the 
region include those sectors of society that 
live in extreme poverty and that are attracted 
to illicit drug production and trafficking as 
a means of livelihood. We consider that if 
our efforts to reduce illegal drug trafficking 
are to be successful, it will be essential to 
offer legitimate options that generate em- 
ployment and income. 

We propose to achieve the objectives and 
goals defined above in this Declaration and 
in its attached Strategies for Action. 
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Recognizing the need to ensure cohesion 
and progress in our anti-drug efforts, our 
governments intend to hold a high-level 
meeting on an annual basis. 

In order to broaden international anti-drug 
efforts still further, we invite additional coun- 
tries or representatives of groups of countries 
to associate themselves with this Declaration. 

Done at San Antonio, Texas, on this, the 
27th day of February, 1992, in the English 
and Spanish languages. 


[At this point, the representatives of the seven 
nations signed the declaration. | 


STRATEGIES FOR DRUG CONTROL AND THE 
STRENGTHENING OF THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF JUSTICE 


The Countries intend to strengthen uni- 
lateral, bilateral, and multilateral enforce- 
ment efforts and strengthen judicial systems 
to attack illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances, and precursor and 
essential chemicals. The Countries are deter- 
mined to combat drug trafficking organiza- 
tions through the arrest, prosecution, sen- 
tencing, and imprisonment of their leaders, 
lieutenants, members, accomplices, and ac- 
cessories through the seizure and forfeiture 
of their assets, pursuant to the Countries’ re- 
spective domestic legal systems and laws in 
force. To attain these objectives, the Coun- 
tries intend to carry out coordinated coopera- 
tive actions through their national institu- 
tions. 

Enforcement efforts cannot be carried out 
without economic programs such as alter- 
native development. 

The Countries request financial support 
from the international community in order 
to obtain funds for alternative development 
programs in nations that require assistance. 


1. Training Centers 


The Countries intend to provide training 
for the personnel who are responsible for or 
support the counter-drug battle in the signa- 
tory Countries at national training centers al- 
ready in existence in the region. Emphasis 
will be given to the specialties of each of 
these centers in which personnel from gov- 
ernments of the other Countries may be en- 
rolled as appropriate, in accordance with 
their respective legal systems. The signatory 
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Countries, other governments, and inter- 
national organizations are encouraged to pro- 
vide financial and technical support for this 
training. 

2. Regional Information Sharing 


The Countries intend to expand reciprocal 
information sharing concerning the activities 
of organizations, groups, and persons en- 
gaged in illicit drug trafficking. The Coun- 
tries will establish channels of communica- 
tion to ensure the rapid dissemination of in- 
formation for purposes of effective enforce- 
ment. This information sharing will be con- 
sistent with the security procedures, laws, 
and regulations of each country. 


3. Control of Sovereign Air Space 


The Countries recognize that drug traf- 
fickers move illicit drugs via identified air 
corridors and without regard to international 
borders or national airspace. The Countries 
also recognize that monitoring of airspace is 
an important factor in the apprehension of 
aircraft and crews involved in illicit drug traf- 
fic. 

The Countries recognize that there is a 
need to exchange timely information on po- 
tential drug traffickers in and around each 
country’s sovereign air space. 

The Countries also agree to exchange in- 
formation on their experiences and to pro- 
vide one another with technical assistance in 
detecting, monitoring, and controlling aerial 
drug trafficking, when such assistance is re- 
quested in accordance with the domestic 
laws of each country and international laws 
in force. 


4, Aircraft, Airfield and Landing Strip 
Control 


The Countries, recognizing that private 
and commercial aircraft are being utilized 
with increasing frequency in illicit trafficking 
of narcotic drugs and psychotropic sub- 
stances, intend to establish and increase the 
necessary enforcement actions to prevent the 
utilization of such aircraft, pursuant to the 
domestic laws of each country and inter- 
national regulations in force. 

The Countries also intend, if necessary, to 
examine their domestic regulations pertain- 
ing to civil aviation in order to prevent the 
illicit use of aircraft and airports. They will 
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also take the enforcement measures nec- 
essary to prevent the establishment of clan- 
destine landing strips and eliminate those al- 
ready in existence. 

The Countries will cooperate closely with 
each other in providing mutual assistance 
when requested in order to investigate air- 
craft suspected of illicit drug trafficking. The 
Countries, pursuant to their domestic legal 
systems, also intend to seize and confiscate 
private aircraft when it has been proven that 
they have been used in the illicit traffic of 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. 


5. Maritime Control Actions 


As called for in Article 17 of the 1988 Unit- 
ed Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic 
in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub- 
stances, the Countries intend to strengthen 
cooperation to eliminate to the extent pos- 
sible illicit trafficking by sea. To this end, 
they will endeavor to establish mechanisms 
to determine the most expeditious means to 
verify the registry and ownership of vessels 
suspected of illicit trafficking that are operat- 
ing seaward of the territorial sea of any na- 
tion. The Countries further intend to punish 
illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psycho- 
tropic substances by sea under their national 
laws. 


6. Chemical Control Regimes 


The Countries recognize that progress has 
been made in international efforts to elimi- 
nate the diversion of chemicals used in the 
illicit production of narcotic drugs and psy- 
chotropic substances. They specifically sup- 
port the “Model Regulations to Control 
Chemical Precursors and Chemical Sub- 
stances, Machines and Materials” of the Or- 
ganization of American States, the chemical 
control measures adopted at the April 1991 
International Drug Enforcement Conference 
(IDEC) meeting, and the recommendations 
in the Final Report of the Group of Seven 
Chemical Action Task Force, published in 
June 1991. The Countries call on all nations, 
and in particular, chemical exporting coun- 
tries, to adopt the recommendations of the 
Group of Seven Chemical Action Task Force. 
They welcome the work of the above-men- 
tioned Task Force and await with interest its 
report to the 1992 Economic Summit, in 
which it will make recommendations for the 
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proper organization of worldwide control of 
those chemical products. 

The Countries express their support for in- 
cluding ten additional chemicals in the Unit- 
ed Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic 
in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub- 
stances, as proposed by the United States on 
behalf of the Chemical Action Task Force 
in the U.S. notification to the Secretary Gen- 
eral. 

The Countries call on the International 
Narcotics Control Board to strengthen its ac- 
tions aimed at controlling essential and pre- 
cursor chemicals. 

The Countries intend to investigate, in 
their respective countries, the legitimacy of 
significant commercial transactions in con- 
trolled chemical products. The Countries call 
on the chemical producing nations to estab- 
lish an effective system for certification of 
end uses and end users. 

The Countries will take appropriate legal 
action against companies violating chemical 
control regulations. 

Studies will be conducted in the countries 
where narcotic drugs and psychotropic sub- 
stances are produced in ae to quantify the 
demand for chemicals for legitimate pur- 
poses in order to assist in the control of ows 
products. The United States intends to pro- 
vide financial and technical assistance for 
conducting the aforementioned studies and 
for setting up national data banks. 

The Countries urge all nations and inter- 
national organizations to cooperate effec- 
tively with programs aimed at strengthening 
border control in order to prevent the illegal 
entry of chemicals. 


7. Port and Free Trade Zone Control 


The Countries intend to implement meas- 
ures to suppress illicit drug trafficking in free 
trade zones and ports, as called for in Article 
18 of the 1988 United Nations Convention 
Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances and in accordance 
with the recommendations of the Ninth 


International Drug Enforcement Con- 
ference. A group of experts may be required 
to conduct a specialized study in oe to 
identify the ports and free trade zones and 
identify the vulnerable points in the ports 
and free trade zones in the region that could 
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be utilized for illicit traffic in drugs and 
chemicals. This study and subsequent re- 
views will serve as the basis for adoptin 
measures to prevent illicit traffic in drugs | 
controlled substances in ports and free trade 
zones. 


8. Carrier Cooperation Agreement 


The Countries are concerned about the 
difficulties inherent in the identification of 
suspicious shipments included in the great 
volume of legitimate commerce. In order to 
improve the effectiveness of border controls 
and also facilitate the transit of legitimate 
merchandise, the Countries intend to enlist 
the cooperation of air, land, and maritime 
transport companies. The Countries agree, in 
principle, to implement common standards 
and practices in order to include carriers in 
measure to improve anti-drug security. 


9. Money Laundering 


The 1988 United Nations Convention 
Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances establishes a series 
of measures related to the control of financial 
assets to which the Countries intend to con- 
form their domestic laws. The Countries sup- 
port full implementation of this Convention, 
which requires, inter alia, the criminalization 
of all money laundering operations related 
to illicit drug traffic. 

The Countries recognize and support the 
efforts of the Group of Seven Financial Ac- 
tion Task Force. The Countries call upon the 
Eleventh Meeting of senior-level OAS/ 
CICAD officials to approve the Model Regu- 
lations on Money Laundering related to illicit 
drug traffic. 

The Countries intend to make 
ommendations regarding the following: 

—The elements of a comprehensive finan- 
cial enforcement and money laundering con- 
trol program; 

—Exchange of financial information 
among governments in accordance with bilat- 
eral understandings. 


rec- 


10. Strengthening the Administration of 
Justice 


The Countries recognize and support ef- 
forts designed to improve their judicial sys- 
tems, in those cases in which this may be 
necessary, in order to ensure the effective- 
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ness of those systems in establishing the cul- 
pability and penalties applicable to traffickers 
in illicit drugs. They recognize the need for 
adequate protection for the persons respon- 
sible for administering justice in this area in- 
asmuch as effective legal systems are essen- 
tial for democracy and economic progress. 

The Countries call on all nations to 
strengthen the United Nations Drug Control 
Program. 


11. Strengthening Judicial Cooperation 


The Countries support the provisions of 
the 1988 United Nations Convention Against 
Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psycho- 
tropic Substances related to increased co- 
operation and mutual legal assistance in the 
battle against illicit drug trafficking, money 
laundering, and investigations and proceed- 
ings involving seizure and forfeiture. The 
Countries must consider approval of the 
projects of the OAS Inter-American Judicial 
Committee on mutual legal assistance in 
criminal matters and on precautionary meas- 
ures. 

The Countries will encourage the expedi- 
tious exchange of information and evidence 
needed for legal proceedings involving illicit 
drug trafficking, pursuant to their domestic 
laws and bilateral and multilateral agree- 
ments. 


12. Sharing of Assets and Property 


The Countries shall seek to conclude bilat- 
eral or multilateral agreements on the shar- 
ing of property seized and forfeited in the 
struggle against drug trafficking in accord- 
ance with the laws in force and the practices 
in each country. The Countries also consider 
that asset sharing would encourage inter- 
national cooperation among law enforcement 
officials, and that confiscated property would 
be a valuable source of funds and equipment 
for combatting drug production and traffick- 
ing and for preventing drug consumption and 
treating addicts. 


13. Firearms Control 


The Countries recommend that measures 
to control firearms, ammunition, and explo- 
sives be strengthened in order to avoid their 
diversion to drug traffickers. The Countries 
also call for an enhanced exchange of de- 
tailed and complete information regarding 
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seized weapons in order to facilitate the iden- 
tification and determination of origin of such 
weapons, as well as the prosecution of those 
responsible for their illegal export. 

To this end, the United States intends to 
tighten its export controls and to cooperate 
with the Governments of the other Countries 
to verify the legitimacy of end users. 

The Countries consider that close coopera- 
tion with the OAS/CICAD is essential in such 
firearms, ammunition, and explosives control 
efforts. 


14. Other Cooperative Arrangements 


The Countries recognize that cooperative 
operations have been a useful tool in the war 
against drug traffickers in the past. The 
Countries intend to continue and expand 
such cooperative measures through their na- 
tional organizations responsible for the strug- 
gle against illegal drug trafficking. 


STRATEGIES IN THE ECONOMIC AND 
FINANCIAL AREAS 


The Countries propose to strengthen uni- 


lateral, bilateral, and multilateral efforts 
aimed at improving economic conditions in 
the countries involved in the cycle of illegal 
drug production and trafficking. Extreme 
poverty and the growth of the drug problem 
are the main reasons that peasants become 
involved in illegal coca leaf production. The 
Countries reaffirm the principles in the Dec- 
laration of Cartagena, which accept that al- 
ternative economic development is an essen- 
tial part of the comprehensive plan to reduce 
illegal trade in narcotic drugs and psycho- 
tropic substances. Alternative development 
cannot succeed in the absence of enforce- 
ment and interdiction efforts that effectively 
reduce this illegal drug trafficking. 

The Countries recognize and approve of 
the structural changes that have taken place 
in the economies of the Andean countries 
and Mexico. These changes strengthen sta- 
bility and increase prospects for economic 
growth. The Countries recognize that these 
reforms merit full support. Efforts to attract 
an increased flow of private investment will 
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provide opportunities for sustained economic 
growth. 


1. Economic Issues 


The Countries recognize that the Enter- 
prise for the Americas Initiative (EAI) with 
its three pillars—investment, trade, and 
debt—offers important means of improving 
economic conditions in the Hemisphere. 

All of the Countries have signed bilateral 
trade and investment framework agreements 
with the United States. The Countries rec- 
ognize that these agreements are important 
to encourage investment and trade liberaliza- 
tion, and they intend to move ahead with the 
three pillars of the EAI as follows: 


a. Investment 


The Countries recognize the critical im- 
portance of enacting laws and taking steps 
that encourage private investment and eco- 
nomic development. In this regard, the 
Countries have expressed their willingness to 
negotiate parallel bilateral agreements to 
protect intellectual property rights, as well 
as bilateral investment agreements, and oth- 
ers that promote trade liberalization. For this 
purpose, the Enterprise for the Americas Ini- 
tiative includes trade and investment frame- 
work agreements. 

The Countries express their satisfaction 
with the establishment of the Multilateral In- 
vestment Fund under the aegis of the Inter- 
American Development Bank. The Coun- 
tries consider this Fund important to provide 
technical assistance and to encourage private 
investment. 

The Countries note that the move towards 
a market economy in Latin America is a good 
vehicle for generating sustained economic 
growth, with benefits throughout society. 
They therefore view with interest experi- 
ences in privatizing services and industries 
that can serve to attract a significant flow of 
direct foreign investment. The initiation of 
operations by the Multilateral Investment 
Fund and technical assistance in support of 
privatization efforts will aid in the develop- 
ment of market economies. Some Andean 
countries plan to proceed with privatization 
programs and reforms of financial systems to 
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the degree and depth possible in each coun- 
try. 

The Andean countries state that facilitat- 
ing access to the 936 funds would have a cata- 
lytic effect in attracting private investment 
to that subregion. 

The profound structural changes in the re- 
gion make the active participation of financial 
entities in funding private projects more im- 
portant than ever before. The Countries urge 
entities such as the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) and the Inter-American 
Investment Corporation (IIC) to continue 
working with the Andean region. The coun- 
tries of the Andean region are pleased by 
Mexico’s participation as a stockholder in the 
Andean Development Corporation (ADC), 
which is a suitable channel for development 
activity in the subregion, particularly for the 
private sector, within a framework of produc- 
tive integration. These countries express 
their interest in also being able to count on 
active participation by the United States 
Government in the ADC. The United States 
takes note of that interest. 


b. Trade 


The Countries express their satisfaction re- 
garding enactment of the Andean Trade 
Preference Act which allows the countries of 
the Andean region to export a wide variety 
of products to the United States for a ten- 
year period without paying duties. Those elli- 
gible countries that wish to benefit from this 
law will take the required steps. The United 
States, furthermore, plans to implement the 
provisions of this law as rapidly as possible 
in order to extend its benefits to the countries 
determined to fulfill the criteria in the Law. 
The Andean countries also express their in- 
terest in having these preferences extended 
to Venezuela. 

The Countries recognize that the proposed 
North American Free Trade Agreement will 
be an important step in the process of creat- 
ing a hemispheric free trade agreement in 
accordance with the Enterprise for the 
Americas Initiative. The Countries stress the 
importance of continued economic integra- 
tion and trade liberalization efforts. 


c. Debt 


The Countries express their satisfaction 
with the progress achieved by some Andean 
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countries and Mexico in renegotiating their 
debt with the private international banking 
system and intend, when appropriate, to con- 
tinue to support reduction of this debt. The 
Countries point out that the economic re- 
forms implemented by Bolivia have already 
made it possible for that country to benefit 
from the reduction of a large part of its bilat- 
eral debt with the United States under the 
auspices and in the spirit of the Enterprise 
for the Americas Initiative, which will make 
it possible to implement environmental 
projects in Bolivia. The Government of the 
United States will continue to take the nec- 
essary steps to obtain the legislative approval 
required for the debt categories that still do 
not have this authorization. 


2. Alternative Development 


The Countries acknowledge that the goals 
of the Cartagena Declaration regarding the 
substitution of other agricultural products for 
coca and other plants that feed the drug 
cycle, and the creation of new sources of licit 
income, have not yet been fully achieved. 
The Countries note that in a major new ini- 
tiative, the United States—in consultation 
with Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru— 
is engaged in a program to provide training 
and technical assistance in agricultural mar- 
keting that will stress participation by the pri- 
vate sector as well as assistance for animal 
and plant health. The Countries applaud this 
program and intend to facilitate its imple- 
mentation to the maximum extent possible. 

Notwithstanding assistance already 
pledged by the United States and the United 
Nations, the Countries recognize the need 
to establish a broad basis of funding for alter- 
native development. For this reason, and 
given the worldwide range of illicit narcotics, 
the Countries intend to strive for increased 
participation of countries such as Japan and 
others as well as international financial agen- 
cies and institutions such as the World Bank, 
the Inter-American Development Bank the 
European Community, the OAS, the OECD 
and others. The Andean nations believe, and 
the United States takes note, that such ac- 
tions should also include the establishment 
of a facility for alternative development in 
an international financial institution. The 
Countries are determined to enlist the sup- 
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port of the international community in their 
fight against drugs. 

The Countries support the work of the 
OAS/CICAD Group of Experts charged with 
reviewing the alternative development ap- 
proach and recommending ways to enhance 
it. 

Under the alternative development pro- 
gram, the Countries recognize the impor- 
tance of implementing short-term projects 
such as emergency food programs, food for 
work, and income and employment genera- 
tion. The Countries recognize that these ef- 
forts must simultaneously accompany eradi- 
cation efforts in order to reduce the eco- 
nomic impact on coca leaf producers. These 
short-term actions must be aimed at produc- 
ing jobs and temporary income until such 
time as the alternative development projects 
are fully developed. 

The Countries underscore the need for al- 
ternative development programs to be 
strengthened in coca leaf producing coun- 
tries, or in those countries with areas that 
have potential for producing plants from 
which elements utilizable in the production 
of narcotics and psychotropic drugs can be 
extracted, so as to reduce the supply of raw 
material that feeds the narco-trafficking 
cycle. These programs will help farmers have 
different economic alternatives, which will 
allow them to move away from illegal coca 
production. 

The Countries acknowledge the progress 
achieved in alternative development in Bo- 
livia and the beginning of alternative devel- 
opment activities in Peru. In this context, the 
Countries note the bilateral agreements with 
the United States signed by Peru and by Bo- 
livia to implement alternative economic de- 
velopment and drug control programs, as 
useful experiences applicable to other coun- 
tries. These two most salient examples are 
summarized as follows: 

Bolivia 

In Bolivia, with the firm support of the 
United States, efforts undertaken to develop 
other crops in coca producing zones, as well 
as in those areas from which people have 
been expelled, are having some success, 
starting with the production of genetic mate- 
rial with a proven biological viability, accept- 
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able rate of return and a potential for export. 
Technical assistance and credit, as well as 
continued training of farmers, permits the 
achievement of a good level of technology 
transfer. 

Actions taken in the infrastructure area 
have made it possible to improve the means 
of transporting agricultural products to 
consumer markets and processing them. 

Aggressive marketing is slowly allowing the 
opening of internal markets to the first items 
of this production, in accordance with 
phytosanitary and quality control require- 
ments. The support being given to the social 
dimension by providing infrastructure in the 
health and education sectors is making it pos- 
sible to improve the quality of life of the rural 
population. 

A new five-year project, which will start 
in early June of 1992, will provide continuity 
and strengthen key activities, such as market- 
ing and private investment. 

Multilateral cooperation through the Unit- 
ed Nations Drug Control Program (UNDCP) 
has also assisted in the alternative develop- 
ment process, especially in basic sanitation, 
roads, energy and agroindustry. 

Nevertheless, based on the above-men- 
tioned Bolivian experiences it is rec- 
ommended that: 

1. Recognition be given to the fact that 
implementation of coca reduction policy has 
to be adapted to the pace of alternative de- 
velopment in order to reduce the gap be- 
tween the loss of income and its replacement. 
It is evident that the success in alternative 
development will discourage farmers from 
growing coca. 

2. Recognition be given to the importance 
of full and active participation by the farmers 
in alternative development processes. 

3. Bilateral and multilateral cooperation in 
alternative development be considered with 
regard to its specificity. It should include 
comprehensive, multisectoral and long-term 
program guidance and should also be suffi- 
ciently flexible, broad and timely to be able 
to promote qualitative changes beyond the 
short term. 


Peru 


In the case of Peru, progress can be sum- 
marized by the following points: 
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—The participation of the United States 
Government and Japan in the support group 
for the reentry of Peru into the international 
financial community. This allows the IDB 
and other bilateral donors to provide funds. 

—The carrying out of massive food aid 
programs, promotion of a favorable economic 
policy framework for the development of the 
private sector and the liberalization of two- 
way trade. 

—The existence of projects, especially in 
the Upper Huallaga Valley where 14,000 
farmers have received technical assistance in 
seed research, production, and marketing. 
The project provided credit and land titles 
and made it possible to resurface 1,200 kilo- 
meters of roads and to set up potable water 
systems, health posts and latrines. 

—The massive support received by Presi- 
dent Fujimori from the rural population in 
coca producing areas. 

—Plans for 1992 that call for the resur- 
facing of the road linking the Upper Huallaga 
Valley to the coast, a program for recognizing 
and awarding property rights, and the partici- 
pation of multinational firms interested in in- 
vesting in alternative development projects. 

—All this has been achieved in spite of 
insidious narco-trafficking, terrorism and the 
alliance between the two. Under the Agree- 
ment on Narcotics Control and Alternative 
Development signed on May 14, 1991, which 
includes aspects relating to interdiction and 
security, an autonomous Peruvian institution 
will be responsible for distributing the nec- 
essary resources. This institution and its U.S. 
counterpart will hold meetings to implement 
the shared strategy, immediately after the 
Presidential Summit in San Antonio. 

—With respect to respect to human rights, 
the importance of conducting the anti-drug 
struggle within the framework of inter- 
national standards is stressed. 

—With respect to the citizens’ commit- 
ment to the anti-drug effort, emphasis is 
placed on the need for them to have access 
to information and for efficient legal and ad- 
ministrative systems to exist. 

—In order to have adequate farmer par- 
ticipation, consideration should be given, 
among other requirements, to: 
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(a) Creating the democratic tools that 
make it possible to involve the people di- 
rectly in the decision-making process; 

(b) Recognizing, awarding, and registering 
property rights; 

(c) Concluding crop substitution agree- 
ments with farmers; 

(d) Ensuring that eradication programs 
take into account the safeguarding of human 
health and preservation of the ecosystem; 

(e) Fostering new economic opportunities, 
such as alternative development and cro 
substitution programs, that will help to dis- 
suade growers from initiating or expanding 
illegal cultivation; 

(f) Implementing reforestation programs 
in those areas where coca has been eradi- 
cated but where the land is not suitable for 
farming; 

(g) Substantially facilitating access to busi- 
ness activity and to credit; 

(h) Abolishing bureaucratic obstacles and 
mechanisms, particularly those that limit the 
production, marketing, and exportation of al- 
ternative goods; 

(i) —- the participation of all coun- 
tries interested in providing technical solu- 
tions and conducting specific alternative de- 
velopment projects ie the peasants and/or 
their organizations. 


3. The Environment 


The Countries express their concern re- 
garding the severe damage that coca cul- 
tivation and illegal processing of coca deriva- 
tives are causing to the environment of the 
Andean region. The slash-and-burn method 
employed by coca and opium poppy growers 
causes severe erosion of the soil, and indis- 
criminate disposal of the toxic chemicals used 
to produce coca derivatives is poisoning the 
rivers and the water table. These activities 
enrich a small group of traffickers and cause 
harm to thousands of people. 

The United States Government notes that 
it is helping the Andean governments address 
the serious environmental problems caused 
by illegal coca and opium production. The 
United States is providing technical assist- 
ance and training under comprehensive envi- 
ronmental management programs that are 
important components of alternative devel- 
opment projects. The United States is pro- 
viding assistance for watershed management, 
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farm-level and community forestry, reforest- 
ation and environmental restoration, edu- 
cation on environmental problems, and envi- 
ronmental monitoring programs. These ef- 
forts are designed to prevent damage to— 
and to restore—the soil, water, and forest re- 
sources, thereby improving the quality of life 
and expanding opportunities for those who 
abandon, or never initiate, coca production 
in favor of alternative crops. The Countries 
agree that such technical assistance and 
training services must be designed to 
strengthen the capacity of Andean govern- 
ments to protect their countries’ natural envi- 
ronment. 

The Countries agree to design and imple- 
ment suitable programs to reduce the nega- 
tive ecological impact of coca production and 
ensure that security, interdiction, and substi- 
tution activities take the protection of the 
ecosystem into account. 


STRATEGIES FOR PREVENTION AND 
DEMAND REDUCTION 


The Countries recognize that consumption 
of, and illicit traffic in, drugs and psycho- 
tropic substances are a comprehensive prob- 
lem, and that it can therefore be resolved 
only if control, interdiction, and supply re- 
duction measures are accompanied by vigor- 
ous and effective action in demand te i 
tion. 

It is also necessary for society, including 
its members who consume illegal drugs and 
those who are involved in illicit drug traffic 
or the cultivation of plants intended for con- 
version into illicit drugs, to be made aware 
of the harmful consequences of the produc- 
tion, traffic, and consumption of illicit drugs. 
It is imperative to provide warnings about 
the dangers of violence, crime, corruption, 
environmental damage, addiction, and the 
dissolution of society and the family resulting 
from the drug problem. 

The Conulelis are convinced that raising 
awareness regarding the harmful impact of 
drug-related offenses will motivate society to 
develop a culture that rejects drug use and 
to support vigorously efforts to combat sup- 
ply and demand. In order to support this 
awareness campaign, the Countries agree to 
assume the responsibility, either individually 
or jointly, to conduct long-term programs to 
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inform the public through the appropriate 
mass media and other information resources. 

The Countries also call on their respective 
private sectors to combine efforts to create 
a culture that rejects drugs. 

In this regard, the Countries are aware 
that demand can be controlled and reduced 
and that the basis can be laid for increasing 
awareness by means of continuous, system- 
atic actions that include: 


1. Prevention 


The Countries consider that prevention 
must be a priority aspect of national strate- 
gies to reduce the demand for drugs. 

In order to prevent consumption of drugs 
and dissuade occasional users, the Countries 
must include in their national and drug con- 
trol strategies comprehensive prevention 
programs that include, among other things: 


a. Education 


The Countries recognize that education is 
fundamental in the upbringing of the individ- 
ual and the creation of positive values and 
attitudes toward life, and that the educational 
system at all levels and in all its forms is a 
suitable tool to reach most of the people. 
Consequently, the Countries undertake to 
engage in additional educational efforts for 
comprehensive prevention of drug use from 
pre-school through higher education, by 
means of scientific research, in order to cre- 
ate an attitude and a culture that rejects 
drugs and in which the family and the com- 
munity play a fundamental role. 


b. Community Mobilization 


The Countries wish to emphasize the im- 
portance mobilizing all sectors of society 
against drugs as a fundamental part of na- 
tional prevention efforts. This mobilization 
includes carrying out actions at the individ- 
ual, family, and social levels by means of ac- 
tivities that include recreation, sports, and 
cultural events that make it possible to 
achieve a total rejection of drug consump- 
tion. 

2. Treatment and Rehabilitation 

In order for drug addicts to receive suit- 

able assistance, the Countries consider that 


it is necessary to increase their capacity with 
regard to treatment and rehabilitation, in ad- 
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dition to improving the quality of services. 
The Countries consider that these programs 
must be designed not only to rehabilitate 
drug addicts but also to help them reenter 
society. 

The Countries believe that treatment and 
rehabilitation are basic in reducing the con- 
sequences arising from drug use, including 
AIDS transmission, societal violence, and the 
destruction of the family and social structure. 


3. Scientific Research 


The Countries recognize that it is nec- 
essary to establish programs for basic and so- 
cial research, including epidemiology, in 
their national strategies. Epidemiological 
programs must be conducted using a meth- 
odology that makes it possible to compare 
findings at the regional and international lev- 
els. These findings will also be useful in eval- 
uating prevention programs. The Countries 
undertake to exchange information on drug 
abuse through a regional information net- 
work and to support initiatives to establish 
a data bank on this subject, especially within 
the framework of CICAD. 


4. Training 


The Countries undertake to cooperate by 
providing appropriate technical assistance for 
the education and training of human re- 
sources in these areas. 

The Countries will also endeavor to con- 
sult with one another and exchange informa- 
tion on the prevention of illicit drug use, 
treatment, rehabilitation, and scientific re- 
search. In this regard, they agree to cooper- 
ate in order to determine the most effective 
ways to utilize the research findings in imple- 
menting the various programs. 


5. National Councils 


The Countries are convinced that the cre- 
ation of national councils to coordinate ef- 
forts to develop strategies against illicit drugs 
has made an important contribution to the 
development of prevention, treatment, and 
rehabilitation programs in all the countries. 


6. Follow-Up 


The Countries undertake to engage in on- 
going follow-up of the actions described 
above. To that end, they will assign respon- 
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sibility to their national councils in line with 
OAS/CICAD programs. 


Note: President George Bush, President 
César Gaviria of Colombia, President 
Rodrigo Borja of Ecuador, President Carlos 
Salinas of Mexico, President Alberto Fujimori 
of Peru, and Foreign Minister Armando 
Duran of Venezuela met on February 27 in 
San Antonio. This declaration was issued 
jointly by all of the participants in the sum- 
mit. The declaration was made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary but was not 


issued as a White House press release. 


Remarks at a San Antonio Spurs 
Drug-Free Youth Basketball League 
Game in San Antonio 


February 27, 1992 


Let me thank David, David Robinson, for 
the introduction; what he does for you kids, 
what these other guys do for you guys. Mayor 
Nelson Wolf; and it’s great to see all of you 
here. Gregg Popovich and Frank Martin, 
thanks for the great work you do for the 
league. I’m also glad to see some of the Spurs 
here. And of course, an old friend of mine, 
owner Red McCombs, and players. Thanks 
for letting Barbara and me take part in all 
of this. 

I’m glad to see so many of the parents here 
today because the future of every community 
depends on the strong families. And that was 
the firm belief of our Founding Fathers, and 
it’s just as true today. 

And as for the San Antonio Spurs, well, 
I’ve often said that from now on in America, 
any definition of a successful life must in- 
clude serving others. And we call helping 
others being one of a thousand Points of 
Light. And it’s great to see athletes who suc- 
ceed off the court as well as on and are will- 
ing to help the young people in this country. 
They set a great example for all of us, and 
thank you, guys. 

You know, many sports celebrities have 
volunteered their time and effort in the fight 
against drugs. But think of what could be ac- 
complished if every basketball, baseball, foot- 


ball, soccer, hockey team, from major league 
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to college, followed your example and be- 
came Points of Light in this struggle. And 
then, from San Antonio to Minneapolis, San 
Diego to Miami, a network of athletes would 
show our kids there is an alternative to drugs 
and crime. And think of what would be ac- 
complished if leaders of every institution 
here committed themselves to helping the 
Spurs and other organizations solve social 
problems through voluntary service. San An- 
tonio, the whole city, would become a com- 
munity of light, something your mayor over 
here is working for every single day. 

And you kids are learning something more 
than just how to make a layup, although I 

saw some real pros out there doing that, put 

on a full-court press. You’re learning about 
what really makes adults click, responsibility, 
conscience, and goals. And you're helping 
this wonderful community become a decent, 
drug-free, safe place to live. And by staying 
drug-free, and I just heard a group of these 
kids take the pledge in there, staying drug- 
free, you're helping the country set up a 
chance for everybody, keeping away from the 
deadly grip of drugs. 

We're seeing results. This year we've dra- 
matically exceeded many of the goals that 
we'd hoped to reach, particularly in the area 
affecting kids like you. The national goal was 
to reduce casual drug use by 30 percent. It’s 
actually fallen 63 percent. And that’s some- 
thing that we’ve all done together, and some- 
thing that everyone here, the adults who are 
working with these kids, should be particu- 
larly proud of. 

And so, I came here today to meet with 
Latin American leaders for coordinating our 
nations’ efforts to combat drugs. We are 
going to win that fight. We had a very good 
meeting with all these Presidents, who were 
thrilled to be in San Antonio. 

We want to make life better for the kids 
in this country. And as a Nation, we have 
to celebrate the success stories. Showing the 
good that’s being done inspires others to get 
out there and do good as well. And so, we're 
here to honor something special, your deter- 
mination and your spirit. And you kids, and 
the 2,300 like you across this city, are learn- 
ing very important lessons here: Staying 
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drug-free can help you make your dreams 
come true. 

Today, in order to highlight for others the 
good work that you are doing here, all of you, 
young and old, I recognize the San Antonio 
Spurs Drug-Free Youth Basketball League 
as our Nation’s 705th daily Point of Light. 
You see, you prove that no community has 
to accept things as they are. Drugs and other 
problems can be driven from our backyards 
if leaders in every community are like these 
guys, if leaders in every community care 
enough to urge people to become Points of 
Light. 

So congratulations to all of you who show 
us that it’s better to build children than repair 
adults. Keep making those hoops against all 
odds. And may God bless each and every one 
of you. 

And now I would like to ask Pop, Gregg 
Popovich, to come up here and let me 
present him with the symbol honoring his 
efforts, your efforts, the team’s efforts as the 
705th daily Point of Light for our whole 
country. You’re going to set an example for 
many others in cities all across America. 

Congratulations. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:02 p.m. at 
the West End Community Center. In his re- 
marks, he referred to David Robinson, a cen- 
ter, and Gregg Popovich, assistant coach of 
the San Antonio Spurs; and Frank Martin, 
director of the San Antonio Spurs Drug-Free 
Youth Basketball League. 


Statement on the Death of Former 
Senator S.I. Hayakawa 


February 27, 1992 


Barbara and I are saddened to hear about 
the death of former Senator S. I. Hayakawa. 
Senator Hayakawa was a leading voice on be- 
half of the people of California and the Na- 
tion. His counsel was always sound and wel- 
come, and his legacy will be well remem- 
bered. 

Barbara and I extend our sympathy to the 
family and friends of Senator Hayakawa. 
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Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on Tax 
Legislation 


February 27, 1992 


Democrats in the House of Rep- 
resentatives today took a turn down a familiar 
path; they voted to raise taxes. They voted 
against creating jobs and stimulating the 
economy. Instead of voting to provide greater 
opportunities for all Americans, they voted 
to saddle the economy with a $100 billion 
tax increase. 

In my State of the Union Address I asked 
Congress to put politics aside and pass my 
economic growth plan by March 20th. It’s 
a plan that will create jobs and put Americans 
back to work immediately. 

Economists, Democrats and Republicans 
alike, agree that the Democrat package that 
passed today does not create jobs or stimu- 
late the economy. The Democrat package 
gives typical Americans only about 25 cents 
a day for 2 years. But it increases taxes per- 
manently. I believe a Congress that has con- 
sistently shown it spends too much of hard- 
working Americans’ tax dollars should not be 
allowed to tax and spend any more. 

I will not accept the Democrat tax in- 
creases. The American people would want 
me to veto this latest Democratic tax in- 
crease. And let there be no question, I will. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s 
Telephone Conversation With 
President Leonid Kravchuk of 
Ukraine 


February 27, 1992 


The President spoke by phone with Presi- 
dent Kravchuk of Ukraine this morning for 
approximately 20 minutes. The two Presi- 
dents discussed the situation in Ukraine and 
Ukraine’s international debt situation. Presi- 
dent Kravchuk stated that Ukraine will meet 
its goal for withdrawing all tactical nuclear 
weapons from its territory. In addition, he 
emphasized Ukraine’s intention to support 
ratification of the START and CFE treaties. 
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Both Presidents welcomed the excellent 
state of bilateral relations, and President 
Kravchuk accepted the President’s invitation 
to make an official working visit to Washing- 
ton on May 6. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the Confirmation of 
Barbara Franklin as Secretary of 
Commerce 


February 27, 1992 


The President is delighted that the United 
States Senate voted overwhelmingly to con- 
firm Barbara Franklin as Secretary of Com- 
merce. As Secretary of Commerce, Barbara 
Franklin will be a leader in the administra- 
tion’s drive to create jobs, increase economic 
growth, and keep America at her competitive 
best in the global market place. 

Secretary of Commerce Franklin will work 
closely with Congress, business leaders, and 
organizations to ensure that the Nation’s 
business and commerce needs are served in 
the most productive manner as we move into 
the 21st century. 


Nomination of Wayne A. Budd To Be 
Associate Attorney General 


February 27, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Wayne A. Budd, of Mas- 
sachusetts, to be Associate Attorney General. 
He would succeed Francis Anthony Keating 
II. 

Currently Mr. Budd serves as a U.S. Attor- 
ney for the District of Massachusetts in Bos- 
ton, MA. From 1969 to 1989, he served with 
the law firm of Budd, Wiley & Richlin in 
Boston, MA, most recently as the senior part- 
ner. 

Mr. Budd graduated from Boston College 
(B.A., 1963) and Wayne State University 
School of Law (J.D., 1967). He was born No- 
vember 18, 1941, in Springfield, MA. He is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
Saugus, MA. 
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Exchange With Reporters in 
Houston, Texas 


February 28, 1992 


Marlin Fitzwater 


Q. Mr. President, Marlin Fitzwater says 
Buchanan is a town bully. 

The President. Hey, I don’t want to take 
any questions. We're here talking rodeo. 

Q. They’re Fitzwater’s words, not ours. 

The President. 1 have great confidence 
in Marlin. [Laughter] 

We've got to see the big guy here. A little 
jackass coming up here. Get him over. 

Q. I’m afraid to ask a question after that 
remark. [Laughter] 

The President. That’s right—{laughter]. I 
wasn’t speaking about anybody in the 
traveling: 

Q. Look out—— 

The President. Look out for that jackass 
there, guys—miniature mule, watch out for 
the miniature mule over here. These things 
can kick you. 


Bush-Quayle Campaign 


Q. Are you getting tired of getting beat 
up by Pat Buchanan, Mr. President? 

The President. No—— 

Q. [Inaudible] 

The President. That’s not what these guys 
thought. 

Q. This is the symbol of the Democratic 
Party. [Laughter] 

Q. Are you embracing this animal? 
[Laughter] 

gloves off, Mr. President? 

The President. Well, some people are 
suggesting that, but I feel comfortable with 
where we are. I don’t think a President 
should get down there in that level. I think 
just keep trying to do my job and try to say 
what I believe, as I did over here. And I was 
very pleased with the response here, inciden- 
tally. You can ask these guys 

Q. [Inaudible] 

The President. Well, I feel comfortable 
with where we are. 

Q. Do you think that voter discontent will 
remain so long as the economy: 

The President. 1 think the economy has 
a lot to do with it. I think there’s a little too 
much negative about it, but yes, I do think 
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it will. I have to bear my share of responsibil- 
ity. What I want to do is put the emphasis 
on the good things about this country and 
about the fact that things are beginning to 
move and about the fact that we’ve got some 
fine programs. But when you get into a cam- 
paign year, why, things are a fittle distorted. 

The American people are a little tired of 
all the attack; I think they’re a little tired of 
that. You know, five Democrats out there and 
then one other guy. So, I’m just trying to 
do my job and stay calm and say what I’m 
for and continue to lead this country. I think 
people 

Q. Are you resigned to losing the 20-30 
percent in the primary? 

The President. No, I’m resigned to win- 
ning the nomination and winning the Presi- 
dency. And I really feel very confident about 
both. I hope that confidence is justified, but 
I feel confident about it. And I can’t be dis- 
suaded by a lot of political attacks. I’ve just 
got to keep—you know, this drug summit 
yesterday happened to be important if you 
believe in the lives of our children, if you 
believe in trying to strengthen families by 
getting rid of some of this narcotics. So, I 
have to do certain things that the attackers 
don’t have to do. One of them is be Presi- 
dent. And I think I'll be there for another 
4 or 5 years. 


Agriculture 


Q. Mr. President, in the campaign, agricul- 
tural issues haven’t been at the fore 

The President. No. Part of that is because 
the early States haven’t been as—[ap- 
plause|—hey, wait a minute. Where’s the re- 
sponse? Where’s my response, hey. [Ap- 
plause] Some of that I think is because Iowa 
normally is a battleground, and normally we 
get our ag policies out there. And I think 
that’s one of the reasons you haven’t heard 
quite as much about it, but a very important 
issue. But I think we’ve had good agricultural 
programs. 

One of the main things to do—and this 
gets into whether you get into the attack busi- 
ness in the primaries—what we’re trying to 
do is conclude a Uruguay round of the GATT 
that will expand markets for agriculture and 
avoid some of the terrible Democratic poli- 
cies of the past like agricultural boycotts. And 
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I’ve been a President that understands that. 
And I think farmers—I hope they'll under- 
stand it. But I think the reason I gave you 
is why you're not hearing quite as much 
about ag issues. 

Q. How many schools are named after you, 
Mr. President? 

The President. One, and the vote was 3 
to 2. [Laughter] But I won it, and the school 
is in Midland, Texas. 

Q. So it’s tied now. 

The President. Yes, but she got a unani- 
mous school board 

Mrs. Bush. Now, wait a minute. 


Note: The exchange began at 4 p.m. at the 
Sheraton Astrodome Hotel. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of this 
exchange. 


Remarks at the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo Dinner in Houston, 
Texas 


February 28, 1992 


Thank you very much, Dan. Let me just 
say how pleased Barbara and I are to be back 
here. You have a wonderful way of making 
people feel at home, those involved in the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. Let me 
first salute last year’s winners of the Scram- 
ble, of the Houston Calf Scramble, now cele- 
brating its 50th year; and also the 1991 live- 
stock and dairy judging contests. Congratula- 
tions on using your $800 certificate to help 
buy a heifer; what’s more, to help pay for 
a year-long animal project. 

To Tom Glazier and Bill Ruckelshaus and 
his wife, Jill, over here, and Judge Lindsay 
and our great new commissioner of agri- 
culture, Rick Perry, and fellow Houstonians 
and Texans. As I say, it is a joy to be back 
here for a lot of reasons. It’s a joy to be out 
of there; that’s in Washington. 

But first let me just thank Dick Graves. 
The first thing when we arrived here that 
was on our table was a beautiful book com- 
memorating 60 years of the rodeo. And typi- 
cal of him, his thoughtfulness, there it was 
awaiting us when we arrived. I want to thank 
him, and obviously thank him for these two 
very special commemorative belt buckles. In 
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this tough political season I can’t think of a 
more pleasant way to get belted. And once 
again, it is a pleasure to be with you. 

I went to the first, I think, my first show 
when Barbara and I just moved down here 
from Midland in 1960. And there we got the 
feeling of what was going on, seeing the 
whole community coming together to back 
these young would-be ranchers and farmers. 
And I’ve been back to the show many times. 

The spirit of this show has obviously not 
changed since then or really since it started. 
Nor has the courage and the heroism of the 
cowboys, nor the titanic size of the cattle. 
Seven years ago, as I think Dan mentioned, 
I first attended, a first for me, the Houston 
Calf Scramble banquet—steak and eggs was 
what I thought it was when I got going, “calf 
scramble”—(laughter|—but here we are 
once again 7 years later, and I see that Bar- 
bara and I are holding up the meal. 

I want to tell you why we were a couple 
of seconds late walking in here. We were pre- 
sented a replica of this magnificent bronze 
that I understand you can see it from the 
freeway, Dan Gattis and Joe Ainsworth show- 
ing us a model of this. And I just can’t wait 
to see the real thing, time and a half as big 
as the real horses and just a fabulous bronze. 
So if any of you haven't seen it, I expect most 
everyone here has, why, you’re in for a treat. 
From what we've seen, it is really spectacu- 
lar. 

In 1988, I was the grand marshal of the 
rodeo parade. I would like everybody to 
know that; that was a great honor. It was only 
equalled by being the grand marshal a year 
before of the Daytona 500. I think I was 
going up, though, when I got to be the grand 
marshal of this one. And I just wish we were 
going to be able to be with you for one of 
the shows. But again, many, many thanks. 

A couple of things pleased me. First, I 
liked the show’s timing. Maybe I can pick 
up some tips on how to herd Congress my 
way. And if that doesn’t work, there’s always 
roping and tying. I’m looking forward to 
being back in this Astrodome, I might say, 
this summer very much. We’re going to bring 
a lot of people with us, and I hope that’s 
good for Houston. But I think they’re in for 
a treat as well. 
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The reason I’m most glad to be with you, 
though, is a feeling that eclipses time and 
place. It’s the feeling that we share as Ameri- 
cans, a feeling we share as Texans, and the 
feeling when you see the bluebonnets or spot 
the cattle grazing in the distance or see a 
landscape that causes a catch in the throat 
or a tear in the eye. Ours is a great State, 
and we don’t like limits of any kind. 

Ricky Clun is one of the great bass fisher- 
men. He’s a Texan, young guy, and he’s a 
very competitive fisherman. He talked about 
learning to fish wading in the creeks behind 
his dad; he in his underwear, wading in the 
creeks behind his father. And he said, as a 
fisherman he said, “It’s great to grow up in 
a country with no limits.” And I’ve always 
remembered that wonderful statement by 
this young kid who has gone on to being one 
of the champion fishermen in our country 
and a proud son of Texas. 

We don’t like limits of any kind, and we 
know that’s sustained by the big things like 
family, home, school—and thank you, Rev- 
erend Payne—church, community, and 
country. We can remake a lot of our country 
in this image that I think of as Texas, gener- 
ous, self-reliant, enterprising, proud, patri- 
otic. 

Here’s a story that I think shows what I’m 
talking about here. It’s a favorite of Phil 
Gramm’s. Phil tells of a friend of his named 
Dickey Flatt who owns his own printing 
press, lives in Mexia, Texas, population of 
about, what, 7,000. And he’s Phil’s barometer 
of what is right and what is true. He says 
whether Dickey works 12 hours a day, 6 days 
a week, whether he’s at church on Sunday 
or a Boy Scout meeting or the chamber of 
commerce, he can never quite get the blue 
ink off his fingers. So when a bill comes up 
in Congress, Phil asks, “Is it worth taking 
money out of the pocket of Dickey Flatt to 
spend on this program? And let me tell you, 
there are a lot of programs,” he says, “that 
don’t stand up to that test.” And to that, I 
would simply say Amen. That’s the kind of 
way I think we ought to look at some of the 
things that are going on in Washington. 

Ask yourself or your neighbor: Wouldn’t 
we all be better off if all of us, executive 
branch and the Congress, thought a little 
more about people like Dickey Flatt who is 
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out there working his heart out. And 
wouldn’t our lives be better, our Nation 
greater if, instead of Government, we put the 
individual first? 

This guy Dickey Flatt is like a lot of Tex- 
ans. We do believe in good schools and good 
streets. We believe in less Government and 
keeping taxes down. And we still believe, I 
think, in a strong defense. 

I am very proud that since I’ve become 
President, the Berlin Wall has come down 
and the Soviet Union isn’t anymore. Imperial 
communism, the aggressive communism that 
wanted to take over the world, doesn’t exist 
anymore. And I think these young kids here 
today probably go to sleep at night without 
the fear of nuclear weapons and nuclear war 
that maybe their mothers and dads did, not 
so many years ago. So, we have a lot to be 
grateful for in terms of the changes that are 
taking place around the world. 

Having said that, I have proposed substan- 
tial defense cuts based on the rec- 
ommendation of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
of our very able Secretary of Defense. But 
people say to me, “What is the enemy?” And 
the enemy is unpredictability. The enemy is 
surprise. And I am determined as long as I 
am President to keep the muscle of our de- 
fense intact so that we can guarantee the na- 
tional security for these young kids that are 
here today. And that’s an awesome respon- 
sibility and one that I hope I can fulfill. 

We believe that trapping people in de- 
pendency is wrong. There’s an awful lot of 
people that need help. They need help from 
community, as our able judge knows, my 
friend Jon Lindsay. They need help from 
Government. And the Government should 
be compassioned and try to help. But when 
we have a system that assigns people, be- 
cause of its inadequacy, to generation after 
generation of welfare, there’s something 
wrong. And we're trying to change it, and 
we ought to change it because we need peo- 
ple to have a little more dignity and a little 
less dependence on a system that regrettably 
has let them down. 

We believe that America is divinely 
blessed. I still feel this, and I still think that 
we ought to have voluntary prayer in our 
schools. I don’t think anybody is hurt by that. 
And I think our Nation was weakened when 
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that was removed from the public—from the 
classrooms of this country. 

And so I've tried to highlight some of the 
values. You know, we had—I mentioned this 
in my State of the Union Message—several 
of the leading mayors, I think it was the exec- 
utive committee from the National League 
of Cities, came to the White House. And they 
made a real impression on me—Mayor Tom 
Bradley of the sprawling city of Los Angeles 
and others from large cities; one Republican 
mayor from a tiny town in North Carolina; 
the mayor of Plano, a woman from up in 
Plano, Texas—and all of them said, “We have 
met, and we believe that the major problems 
in the cities stem from the decline of the 
American family.” 

And so that night in the State of the Union 
Message, I appointed a commission to be 
headed by Governor Ashcroft and by Mayor 
Strauss, former Mayor Strauss, Annette 
Strauss of Dallas, to take a look at every sin- 
gle piece of legislation to see if in some devi- 
ous way it weakens family and then to make 
proposals for legislation that can help keep 
our families together. The more I think about 
the problem, the more I think those mayors 
are right. 

And I hope as President we can dem- 
onstrate not only love for our own personal 
family but the fact that we think family is 
very, very important to the heartbeat and to 
the strength of our great country. 

This is America. This is what we are and 
why we live. And these things are worth 
fighting for, as Texans have shown that from 
San Jacinto until just a year ago today, I be- 
lieve it was, when that war in the Persian 
Gulf wrapped up with many volunteers, 
many reserves, many regulars coming from 
our great State in that war as they have in 
so many in the past. 

There are also things which don’t change 
from one year to the next in our neighbor- 
hoods, in our churches, in our families, and 
in ourselves. And I think these values show 
why the American way of life is the greatest 
way of all. 
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We’re in some tough times now. I happen 
to think there’s a little too much pessimism 
around because we are Americans, all of us 
here; we are Texans; and we’re not going to 
be defeated. We're going to prevail as this 
economy comes back. And as we once—we 
will keep the position we have in the world 
as number one. I hear people talk about, 
‘Well, we want to be first.” Well, we are first. 
You have to go to some foreign country, and 
there’s never been more credibility or re- 
spect for the United States of America 
around the world than there is today. 

So I think we've been a little too apologetic 
and a little too pessimistic in these tough eco- 
nomic times. And I hope I’m the one to lead 
us out of that pessimism into the kind of days 
that this State knows and knows well. 

We are delighted to have been here today. 
And I might—listen, can I make one other 
family observation? I am very proud—Bar- 
bara’s—I’m having difficulty living with her 
because this morning they named a school 
for her right here in—Barbara Bush School, 
and she’s been on Cloud Nine since she got 
back. But I think she’s doing a superb job 
in emulating and speaking for these values 
that I’ve talked with you a little bit about 
today. 

I don’t know why I've inflicted such a phil- 
osophical lecture on you at such an upbeat 
time as this. But maybe it’s just because we 
feel we're among friends. 


Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:07 p.m. at 
the Sheraton Astrodome Hotel. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Tom Glazier, vice presi- 
dent, Dick Graves, president, Dan A. Gattis, 
general manager, and Joseph T. Ainsworth, 
M.D., member of the executive committee of 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo; Wil- 
liam D. Ruckelshaus, former Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, and 
his wife, Jill; County Judge Jon Lindsay of 
Harris County, TX; Senator Phil Gramm; 
and Claude Payne, rector of St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Parish in Houston, TX. 
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Memorandum on Certification for 
Major Narcotics Producing and 
Transit Countries 


February 28, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-18 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Certifications for Major Narcotics 
Producing and Transit Countries 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by 
Section 481(h)(2)(A)(i) of the Foreign Assist- 
ance Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 
2291(h)(2)(A)(i) (“the Act”), I hereby deter- 
mine and certify that the following major nar- 
cotics producing and/or major narcotics tran- 
sit countries/dependent territory have co- 
operated fully with the United States, or 
taken adequate steps on their own, to control 
narcotics production, trafficking and money 
laundering: 


The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, 
China, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Hong Kong, India, Jamaica, Laos, Ma- 
laysia, Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria, Paki- 
stan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Thailand, 
Venezuela. 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by 
Section 481(h)(2)(A)(ii) of the Act, 22 U.S.C. 
2291(h)(2)(A)(ii), I hereby determine that it 
is in the vital national interests of the United 
States to certify the following country: 

Lebanon. 


Information on this country as required 
under Section 481(h)(2)(D), 22 U.S.C. 
2291(h)(2)(D), of the Act is enclosed. 

I have determined that the following major 
producing and/or major transit countries do 
not meet the standards set forth in Section 
48l(h)(2)(A) of the Act, 22 U.S.C. 
2291(h)(2)(A): 


Afghanistan, Burma, Iran and Syria. 


In making these determinations, I have 
considered the factors set forth in Section 
481(h)(3) of the Act, 22 U.S.C. 2291(h)(3), 
based on the information contained in the 
International Narcotics Control Strategy Re- 
port of 1992. Because the performance of 
these countries varies, I have attached an ex- 
planatory statement in each case. 
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You are hereby directed to report this de- 
termination to the Congress immediately and 
to publish it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





February 22 


Volunteers of the Children’s Advocacy Center 
of Sullivan County, of Blountville, TN 


February 24 


Volunteers Services Program of the Inter- 
national Institute of Boston, of Boston, MA 


February 25 

Alice Harris, of Los Angeles, CA 
February 26 

Ron Watson, of Pittsboro, NC 
February 27 


San Antonio Spurs Drug-Free Youth Basket- 
ball League, of San Antonio, TX 


February 28 
Donnalee Velvick, of Nampa, ID 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





February 23 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 





372 


February 24 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady. 


February 25 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to San Francisco, CA, and in 
the afternoon, they traveled to Los Angeles, 
CA, where they attended the U.S./Mexico 
Environmental Border Plan Agreement 
meeting. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint James B. Furrh, Jr., of Mississippi, 
to be the Representative of the United States 
to the Southern States Energy Board. He 
would succeed Richard Offutt Doub. Cur- 
rently Mr. Furrh is an independent oil pro- 
ducer with James Furrh, Jr., Inc., Oil & Gas 
in Jackson, MS. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Bernard Cardinal Law, of Massachu- 
setts, to be a member and Chairman of the 
Commission on Legal Immigration Reform 
for the term expiring January 20, 1993. This 
is a new position. Since 1984 His Eminence 
Bernard Cardinal Law has served as the 
Archbishop of Boston. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Rear Adm. James E. Miller to be 
the Department of the Navy member of the 
Committee for Purchase from the Blind and 
Other Severely Handicapped. He would suc- 
ceed Daniel W. McKinnon, Jr. Currently 
Rear Admiral Miller serves as Commander 
of the Naval Supply Systems Command and 
Chief of Supply Corps. 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of California and ordered 
Federal aid to supplement State and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by severe 
rainstorms, snowstorms, wind, flooding, and 
mudslides beginning February 10-18. 
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February 26 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to San Antonio, TX, for the 
second regional drug summit. The President 
met at the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel with: 

—President Alberto Fujimori of Peru; 

—President César Gaviria of Colombia; 

—President Rodrigo Borja of Ecuador; 

—President Jaime Paz Zamora of Bolivia. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Asher J. Scharf, of New York, to be 
a member of the Commission for the Preser- 
vation of America’s Heritage Abroad for a 
term expiring July 13, 1992, and an additional 
term expiring July 13, 1995. This is a re- 
appointment. Currently Mr. Scharf is a build- 
er and developer in Brooklyn, NY. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Walter Gellhorn, of New York, to 
be a member of the Council of the Adminis- 
trative Conference of the United States for 
a term of 3 years. This is a reappointment. 
Currently Mr. Gellhorn is a professor emeri- 
tus at Columbia University in New York, NY. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the Arctic Research Commission: 


George B. Newton, of Virginia, for a term of 4 
years. This is a new position. Currently Mr. 
Newton serves as director of the Center for Sig- 
nature Warfare, Systems Analysis Group, Sys- 
tems Planning Corp. in Arlington, VA. 

Charles H. Johnson, of Alaska, for a term expir- 
ing February 26, 1993. He would succeed Oli- 
ver Leavitt. Currently Mr. Johnson serves as 
president of Denali Financial Services in Nome, 
AK. 


February 27 

In the morning, the President had a work- 
ing breakfast at the Marriott Rivercenter 
Hotel with President Carlos Salinas of Mex- 
ico. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a working luncheon with the summit partici- 
pants at the McNay Art Museum. 

Later, the President and Mrs. Bush trav- 
eled to Houston, TX. Upon arrival, they went 
to their residence at the Houstonian Hotel. 

The President transmitted to the Congress 
the 1992 Trade Policy Agenda and 1991 An- 
nual Report on the trade Agreements Pro- 
gram. 
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February 28 

In the afternoon, the President gave inter- 
views to Dallas television stations at the 
Houstonian Hotel. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted February 25 


William Bailey, 

of Connecticut, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Council on the Arts for a term expiring 
September 3, 1996, vice Helen 
Frankenthaler, term expired. 


Submitted February 27 


Joseph Gerard Sullivan, 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Coun- 
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Nicaragua. 


Stephen Norris, 

of Virginia, to be a member of the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a 
term expiring October 11, 1994, vice Stephen 
E. Bell, term expired. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary that are neither 
printed as items nor covered by entries in 
the Digest of Other White House Announce- 
ments, 


Released February 24 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the drug summit in San An- 
tonio, TX—by Robert Martinez, Director of 
the Office of National Drug Control Policy, 
and Bernard Aronson, Assistant Secretary of 
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